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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD AT 7.00PM ON TUESDAY 26th APRIL 2022 
AT THE SELSEY CENTRE 

 
PRESENT: 
A total of 173 electors were in attendance. 
The meeting opened with a performance by the Selsey Shantymen. 
 
WELCOME BY THE CHAIR 
Cllr A Brown (Chairman of the Town Council) took the Chair and welcomed members of the public and 
opened the meeting at 7.10pm. 
 
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Neil Hill, Community Warden, Anya Frampton of Mulberry Marine 
Experiences, Ann Humphreys of Selsey Walking and Outdoor Festival, Ashley Pledger of the Coastguard, 
Gavin Rollinson of the Royal Naval Association, Alex Ainge a volunteer for the Sensory Garden in Manor 
Green Park., Seal Academy, Mike Nichols Community Forum and Cllr M Sully. 
 
TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE TOWN MEETING HELD ON 7TH APRIL 2021 
Val Weller proposed, seconded by Donna Johnson, that the minutes be confirmed and signed as a true 
record.                 
                
TO RECEIVE CHAIRMAN OF SELSEY TOWN COUNCIL’S REPORT FOR April 2021-March2022 
The Chairman gave the following report: 
 
This public meeting is an opportunity to share with you the initiatives and programs that the Council and the 
Community have undertaken.  This year as Chairman, I am pleased to say that we can once again gather 
and meet with local groups and organisations who are here tonight to showcase what they do in Selsey.  
This is a good time to find out how you can get more involved in Selsey’s community.  As Chairman, I am 
pleased to report to the community, how Selsey Town Council continues to deliver key areas of activity for 
the best interests of those who live and work in Selsey and make use of the Town Council’s services.  You 
will be introduced tonight to members of the staffing team, who will share with you some of the Town 
Council’s projects delivered from the Strategic Business Plan.  The Strategic Business Plan is the Council’s 
vision and provides an overview of the plans to enhance Selsey.  This plan has continuous public input via 
consultations, the outcome of which the Town Council, made up of 14 democratically elected Councillors, 
work towards achieving.  The four key areas of activities are categorised in the document as: Governance 
and Community Engagement, Area and Environment, Economy and Tourism, Community Well Being and 
the Voluntary Sector.  The Strategic Business Plan, including reviews and updates, is on our website.  
Tonight, there are hard copies on the Town Council table and a QR code linking to the website if anyone 
wants to read it via their mobile device.  The document shows how the Town Council works with partner 
organisations, lobby Chichester District Council and West Sussex County Council, and provides a blueprint 
on how time, resources and funds are allocated.  Selsey Town Council continues to seek grant funding to aid 
and enhance our community facilities.  It is the role of the Town Council Officers to complete these bid 
applications to ensure that relevant forms, and information on them, are precise and accurate for projects.  
On behalf of the Council, I thank those diligent Officers who have secured funding over the past year.   
Selsey Town Council is a consultee on all Planning Applications across the Parish, including the 
conservation area in the town. Remember that Chichester District Council is the ultimate decision maker.  
I can confirm that the Selsey Neighbourhood Plan has now been approved. Thank you to all those in the 
community and on the Town Council who worked on this, and a huge thank you to Selsey’s electorate who 
responded to the referendum in 2021.  This document will be reviewed in due course.  Selsey Town Council 
lobby, and continue to lobby, on behalf of the community on the Boundary Commissions Consultation, West 
Sussex County Council Highways Consultation (A27), an NHS Dentist for Selsey, the West Sussex County 
Councils Family Centre Closure and Marjorie Cobby Closure and the Rampion 2 Windfarm, along with the 
public consultation for this.  The Town Council on an annual basis feed into the District Council Infrastructure 
Business Plan, which is their document for delivering projects across the district.  Selsey Town Council is 
proud of our community and treasure our unique flora and fauna. The Councillors share your concerns 
regarding climate change and the environment and has a Climate Change Policy which covers everything 
from renewables to recyclables.  I am also pleased to note that even amongst the current uncertainties and 
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deep cuts to government, the Town Council has remained committed to retaining the fortnightly mobile tip at 
East Beach. Along with the more obvious benefits, this service takes many, many car journeys off the road 
along with all of the carbon and pollution that these journeys generate on our busy peninsula. I am proud that 
Selsey Town Council took the lead in this project and that - with public support throughout the process by 
way of consultations, polls and meetings – Selsey Town Council battled to keep this service and has 
reaffirmed commitment to the scheme.  Selsey Town Council engage with Chichester District Council’s 
Foreshores Department who are responsible for Selsey’s sea wall and coastal protection.  Climate change 
resilience is at the fore of all decision making.  Thanks go to our dedicated maintenance team for their hard 
work within Selsey’s 17 acres of parks and open spaces, and the management of the Town’s hanging 
baskets throughout the summer months.  Selsey Town Council’s gratitude and thanks goes to the numerous 
volunteers who give their time and expertise to public areas around Selsey.  These include, but are not 
exclusive to, those who work on the Sensory Garden, East Beach Pond, and The Manhood Wildlife and 
Heritage Group whose most recent project, supported by Selsey Town Council, in conjunction with West 
Sussex County Council, is to introduce wildflower areas and a bee highway from Chichester to Selsey.  I 
would like to encourage everyone to enjoy these areas, but to also report to Selsey Town Council and the 
Police on 101 any problems or unfortunate acts of vandalism within them.  Selsey Town Council works 
closely with the Police and the Council offices host the Selsey Police Base.  In addition to CCTV funding, 
Selsey Town Council funds in partnership with Chichester District Council, Neil Hill, Selsey’s Community 
Warden. You may not always see Neil and the Police but trust me when I say that they are out and about, 
and they ask and encourage you to report anything untoward to 101.  Community safety is a priority for 
Selsey Town Council.  Quarterly meetings take place with the Community Warden, the Police, including 
Chief Inspector John Carter and our PCSO’s, all who routinely patrol Selsey.  The Council also meets Mandy 
Jameson, from the Sussex Police and Crime Commissioners Office to discuss partnership working and 
ensure that Selsey is on their radar!  Selsey Town Council, through the Community Warden’s work, supports 
and thanks the Selsey Speed Watch team for their commitment.  Over the past couple of years, a major 
area of investment has been in Selsey’s public recreational facilities.  The pandemic highlighted the 
importance of play, exercise and enjoying the outside for physical and mental wellbeing.  Selsey is fortunate 
to benefit from extensive open public land, beautiful surroundings, and fresh sea air, even if the winds down 
here are prone to clearing out the odd cobweb or two!  In 2021 we successfully raised funds and installed a 
new fully accessible play area in the Recreation Ground behind the Medical Centre. For those with long 
memories, the previous playground was removed to make way for the Medical Centre, and it had long been 
a desire to replace the facility.  Thanks to the sterling efforts of the Council Officers in raising the funding and 
the participation of you, the public, who decided on the scheme after public consultation.  Selsey Town 
Council fully appreciated all the responses and made changes to the design to include Selsey’s first 
wheelchair accessible swing!  The installation commenced during a window of opportunity in December 
2020 with the completion due to the pandemic and inclement weather being in February 2021.  Now, work 
has begun on the refurbishment to Hillfield Park which will also in part involve public consultation in the near 
future. Watch this space.  As many of you are aware, Bunn Leisure was purchased by Cove Communities.  
Selsey Town Council has worked hard to introduce the new owners to many of Selsey’s community groups 
and local businesses. Through these introductions, Cove with Sustrans, have opened up a cycle route into 
the Medmerry via their premises and have utilised local businesses for sourcing of goods and services.  In 
addition, through discussions with the Economy & Tourism Committee, a pop-up shop in premises adjacent 
to the Windmill in Mill Lane, were secured free of charge for a two-year period.  This has enabled Selsey’s 
local artisan businesses to sell and showcase their products. It is an exciting opportunity to develop potential 
businesses and a great way to show visitors and residents the skills and abilities of Selsey’s budding 
entrepreneurs.  Please do visit the #LovefromSelsey shop and this evening meet some of Selsey’s artisans 
at their table.  It can be easy to forget that the Selsey Centre is a community centre for all to use.  Recently 
the Selsey Cinema has relocated here and benefits from the extra space and the building’s public wi-fi.  
Many in the room will recall that this Centre played host to the NHS in the past year which we will hear more 
about later.  Selsey Town Council is proud of Selsey’s strong community spirit, and looking around the room 
tonight, Selsey is truly blessed with great volunteers and organisations. Do please visit these tables and find 
out more about what Selsey has to offer its residents.  Selsey Town Council would like to offer sincere 
thanks to all the volunteers who came together as a community during the height of the pandemic to help 
those in need of assistance and to the volunteers who have continued to do this.  To all those who became a 
buddy, thank you.  To those who telephoned the lonely or gave a lift to the Doctors Surgery or to the 
Vaccination Centre, thank you.  To those who donated to the Foodbank, thank you.  To all those who I may 
have missed, thank you.  Selsey, the Town Council, is very proud of the volunteers, unsung heroes and 
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residents.  Selsey Town Council would like to take this opportunity to introduce our new Town Clerk Robin 
Davison and welcome him to Selsey.  Robin is new to Selsey, and this is the perfect chance for you to meet 
him and introduce yourselves.  The Town Council would also like to this evening, publicly thank our Deputy 
Clerk, Jenny Ririe who over the past 18 months, stepped into the role of caretaker Clerk.  It is with great 
admiration to share with you that she achieved her Certificate in Local Council Administration in just 5 
months!  Jenny, thank you for all your support and great achievements whilst guiding the Town Council 
team.  Very shortly we have some guest speakers who will reiterate some of what I have briefly covered in 
the speech and will give you an insight into how Selsey Town Council has worked with you, the Selsey 
community.  As a community, over the past two years, we have shown great resilience, we have united and 
we have shown why Selsey is a great place to live, to work and to enjoy.  I would like to thank you for taking 
the time to listen and I now look forward to the rest of the evening, which will be a celebration of exceptional 
skills, talents and support.   
 
Dawn Lillywhite then introduced Destination Selsey:- 
 
You have just watched a short film which has been put together to highlight aspects of what makes Selsey 
great!  It focuses on our heritage, wildlife and welcoming spirit.  Destination Selsey, which was funded by a 
grant, has been created by the community, for the community, project managed by Selsey Town Council.   
In lieu of a physical museum, it gives Selsey a virtual heritage and wildlife centre, it has an events diary, a 
local business directory and mobile device accessible walking trails and wildlife treasure hunts.  It promotes 
Selsey’s unique artistic, cultural, historical, environmental and scientific importance, a learning portal to 
benefit all. It shines a light on what makes Selsey so special.  Please do visit the Destination Selsey table 
and I will happily introduce you to the site. 
 
Zoe Neal thanked those who contributed as follows:- 
 
It is important to showcase Selsey on a local, regional and national level to draw attention to its intrinsic 
values.  To support the economic viability of Selsey’s businesses and organisations by engaging interest and 
participation.  It encourages knowledge of Selsey’s unique flora and fauna and biodiversity, alongside 
education on Selsey’s heritage to enable thoughtfulness and beneficial eco-tourism.   This project has been 
a massive undertaking, with all the research, writing of articles, sourcing of images and factual cross 
checking of information.  Our huge immeasurable thanks go to the many supporters and contributors who 
volunteered their time, research, knowledge, expertise and images to make Destination Selsey a reality and 
a fascinating reference site for Selsey.  A special mention goes to the following people and as a thank you 
Selsey Town Council’s Chairman will present them with a Selsey Prawn pot which has been made in Selsey 
by Jamie Lawrence the last Selsey fisherman to still make them.  The following people were asked to 
receive our thanks:  Joe Savill then Chair of Manhood Wildlife and Heritage Group who inspired Destination 
Selsey and supported the need for a Selsey Heritage and Wildlife centre and shared his knowledge and the 
Selsey Photo Archive project’s images.  Jean and John of Coastal JJ, whose pleasure in, and mesmerising 
visual descriptions of, Selsey, depicted through their photography, brings joy to so many.  Their photographs 
have inspired the tone, voice and design of the site and its logo.  Christian Skelton for believing in the project 
and introducing me as a ‘learner grockal’ at the time to those with local knowledge.  Local historian and 
author Ruth Mariner, for her limitless knowledge of Selsey’s rich heritage and her support in fact checking 
and proofreading the heritage articles on the site. And shared and sourced images throughout the heritage 
section.  Alan Duke for his encouragement, research and articles whilst also introducing Selsey to the little-
known old Sussex folk tale of the Giant of Arundel Castle and the mermaid of the Mixon.  Dave 
Fotheringham for allowing the use of the contents of his book on the History of Selsey’s lifeboat station and 
sourcing accompanying images. Gillian Plowman on behalf of the Selsey Pavilion Trust for writing the article 
and sharing images.  Chris Butler, Arts Dream for sharing the Selsey 57 project and contributing the article 
Eddi of Manhood End.  The following were unable to be here tonight, however our thanks goes to: Anya 
Frampton of Mulberry Marine Experiences who believed in the importance of this project from the beginning. 
Anya wrote all the Selsey’s Marine ecology section of the site, put together the Selsey Sea Life Treasure 
Hunt and shared as well as sourced images.  John Akerman who was introduced to us via the Environment 
Agency for his aerial photographs of the Medmerry and happened to live in Selsey!  He shared his immense 
collection of historic photographs of Selsey which adorn the site. 
 
The Chairman of Selsey Town Council thanked the staff members and continued:- 

https://coastaljj.co.uk/
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Getting Destination Selsey up and running is one thing, but Selsey Town Council would now like to hear 
from Selsey businesses and organisations, who would benefit from promoting their goods, services and 
events, free of charge, on Destination Selsey. We would also like to hear from any residents who would like 
to contribute articles to the site. So, to find out how you can list your business or organisation, promote your 
events or contribute to the content on the site, please speak to the Dawn later at the Town Council’s table or 
email us on  enquiries@selseytowncouncil.gov.uk.   
 
2020 and 2021 was an unprecedented time with the Covid-19 Pandemic.  It brought to all of our attention the 
need to ensure that Selsey’s residents felt safe and were supported.  Selsey Town Council directly contacted 
the NHS and offered our premises here at the Selsey Centre as an NHS vaccination site to enable residents 
to get vaccinated locally in a timely and organised manner with support from community resources.  I would 
like to ask Jenna Ayling from the NHS who was based here in the Centre to come forward and say a few 
words.   
 
My name is Jenna Ayling and I work for a Primary Care Network (PCN) which is GP practices working 

together on certain projects.  We have eight GP Practices in Our PCN, four in central Chichester, 

Tangmere, Southbourne, Witterings and Selsey and we cover about 89,000 patients.  I first met Jenny 

in December 2021 when we were looking for practices to run our vaccination program. We looked at a 

large number of sites in and around the Chichester area.  Our Covid cases were on the rise, the UK 

was not aware but another national lockdown was looming so finding buildings, willing to give up their 

space seven days a week was not easy.  From the first meeting, Jenny was so accommodating, she 

understood the importance of the vaccine program and the benefit to the community.  Because the 

Town Hall was able to accommodate groups that usually run at The Selsey Centre, we were able to 

have full use of the building. The next step was to get all signed off by the commission, infection control 

and finally NHS England signed off.  The staff of The Town Council and Selsey Centre were 

instrumental, putting in extra plugs and cleaning out all the cupboards so that we could use the room. 

The first week in January, the Selsey staff were taking deliveries of every consumable needed to run 

the program.  We finally went live on 15th January 2021 and we had our first box of Pfizer arriving.   

Each box had 1000 vaccines and we had three days to use them.  We had another box a few days 

later and a third box a few days after that. Staff ended up working 11 days straight to get all the 

vaccines used up before they expired.  We had to recruit 150 staff and volunteers to work at our Selsey 

and Tangmere sites.  We had an overwhelming response to our call for volunteers with many Selsey 

residents helping.  Retired doctors and nurses, including Lesley Bromley, came forward.  There was 

lots of training to do, re-registering with all the different clinical bodies, but that did not put anyone off, 

they really wanted to help.  We had volunteers from all around the village, the Lifeboat, The Selsey 

Medical Centre, all keen to help and we had other volunteers from as far as Bognor and Emswoth.  

Volunteer drivers and The Care Shop were fantastic at getting patients to us that could not make it on 

their own.  It was a fantastic team of staff and without them the clinics wouldn’t have been a success.  

When people ask me about the vaccine program in the early days, I would describe it as trying to jump 

through hoops that were on fire while moving at high speed.  Deliveries were sporadic at times which 

was a logistical nightmare for staff and the bookings team, giving them little time to get patients booked 

in, they were often booked in very last minute.  There were many restrictions on cohorts that would 

change without any notice, but the teams were adaptable and hard-working, doing whatever was asked 

of them for months on end.  The program continued until the end of May and we delivered over 30,000 

vaccines in Selsey.  Working at The Selsey Centre has definitely been a highlight of my career, shaped 

by the wonderful staff and volunteers that worked alongside me.  We were also featured in The Daily 

Mail as one of the top 5 sites in the country.  I want to thank Michaela, Rachel and Sam for all their 

support here and Jenny for getting things moving.  The program has really brough out the best in 

Selsey and it was a pleasure to be a part of it. 

The Chairman of Selsey Town Council thanked Jenna Ayling.  He continued, Selsey’s Buddy System was 
introduced during the pandemic to assist those who needed support and reassurance.  Selsey Town 
Council’s offices opened and furnished a room to become a lending library and supplied Selsey Cinema 
DVDs amongst other things.  It was the community, through their volunteers, who delivered the much-

mailto:enquiries@selseytowncouncil.gov.uk


PAGE 5 OF 10 

 

needed support for which the Town Council thanks everyone involved.  He then invited Karen Pirks on 
behalf of Selsey Community Forum to talk in more detail about Selsey’s Buddy System. 
 
Karen Pirks introduced herself as Volunteer Operations Lead and Deputy Chair for the SCF. I have been 
with the organisation approximately 5 years.  The Selsey Community Forum (SCF) is an umbrella charity 
that was established 10 years ago and works in partnership with a range of local organisations and statutory 
groups.  Its aims are: to offer opportunities to develop relationships and collaborate to meet local needs 
through monthly meetings, to develop and update the community diary, to develop services in synergy and 
without duplication, leading to careful use of scarce resources.  Members include: Selsey Medical Practice, 
Parish churches, The Bridge Youth Service, Town, District and County Council, Businesses, Schools, Clubs 
and Associations.  The SCF is a charity registered with the charity commission. It is governed by a group of 
Trustees from a wide range of professions, knowledge and experience who meet monthly.  As an umbrella 
organisation Selsey Community Forum now has 10 elements within it: 1. Selsey Befriending Activities, 2. 
Selsey Dementia Action Alliance, 3. Carers Support Selsey, 4. Selsey Wellbeing Services, 5. Selsey Money 
Support, 6. Selsey Buddy Support, 7. Grow Selsey, 8. Good Morning Calls, 9. Selsey Employment Service 
and 10. Selsey Care Shop offers 42 hours 7 days/per week access to these services.  The Mutual Aid Group 
came about due to the pandemic that began in 2020. The Government had advised that vulnerable people 
remained at home. This included many of our volunteers over the age of 70 who needed to shield. Many 
activities provided by the Selsey Community Forum were ceased and we needed to look at an alternative 
delivery model. On the 16th of March there was a call to arms via social media to support the charity and the 
mutual aid group was formed.  This was supported by Jo Hughes our newly appointed Charity Administrator.  
20th/21st March 2020 - Buddy enrolment at Selsey Care Shop registered and processed over 140 
volunteers, references were taken up, Buddy Good Practice Guidance, was written, ID’s given and areas 
were identified.  Operation Selsey Covid19 Mutual Aid was launched.  All streets were covered by a Buddy 
or a Buddy Co-ordinator.  A WhatsApp group was set up for Buddies to access support. 
23rd of March - 5400 cards were distributed by Buddies enabling people living in those patches to 
make direct contact with their identified buddy.  Here we are April 2022 - the Selsey Buddy Support 
continues, and we have a few within the audience still providing various support.  During this time, it 
was important to ensure people were nourished.  1st of April 2020 – Grumpy’s Café who had been 
providing hot meals and other treats for NHS staff at St Richards and meals for local residents stepped 
forward. The team at Grumpy’s worked tirelessly in partnership with the Selsey Covid19 Mutual Aid 
group and were able to cook between 45 - 60 three course fresh meals five days of the week. These 
were provided to those shielding in Selsey offering a nutritious meal, funded by The Ferry Farm 
Community Solar Project, delivered by our Buddies. Enabling another opportunity to carry out a 
doorstep wellbeing chat and update.  By the 4th of April, 125 buddies were now at work supporting 
their neighbours, carrying out tasks such as picking up of essential shopping, medication, posting mail 
or providing a welfare call.  11th of April, we were mindful that our weekly “Resbite” teas at local 
churches and enjoyed by so many people living at home alone, could not be taking place. We therefore 
identified Easter Sunday as a good opportunity to provide a treat for those that would have attended 
one of these afternoon teas. With support from Waves, donations from our Southern Co-Op and the 
support of Buddies, we were able to provide 100 Easter Treats, including cake, an Easter Egg and an 
Easter Card.  13th of April, as our local library and charity shops were closed and people wanted to 
remain active and stimulated at home the Lending Hub was developed by a couple of our Buddies. 
Items including DVD’s, books, puzzles, and audio tapes were donated, quarantined, sanitised and 
courtesy of the Selsey Town Council stored in an unused office. You may remember hearing about the 
Green bin in Grafton Road.  We acknowledge that at the best of times people living at home alone can 
feel very isolated and cut off. The additional fact that many of our residents were unable to see their 
families or friends or attend their local groups added to these feelings.  News received via the television 
or radio was overwhelming, confusing, and frightening at times. This impacted on many people’s 
mental health and wellbeing. We needed to ensure that we could keep people connected. We did this 
through a variety of ways including: Daily Good Morning calls made by our volunteers continued as 
volunteers were working from home. Numbers increased as people became known to us via the charity 
via the Buddy’s.  Selsey Senior News- that is well received as a light-hearted, and informative monthly 
publication was turned into a bi weekly publication and distributed by the Buddies.  Buddies were 
updated by a “WhatsApp” group. This became an important method of getting hold of a buddy who was 
available to meet a specific need (including urgent medication pickups, food delivery or redistributing 
an emergency box from the Government, it also initiated the development of the lending library) as well 
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as peer support and answering queries.  A community event to celebrate 75 years of Victory in Europe 
had to be cancelled. The work involved in planning such an event as we know is huge and it was a 
disappointment to the organisers. To enable our community who were shielding an opportunity to 
reflect and celebrate in some way was for the Selsey Covid19 Buddies to provide our residents a 
goody bag. This included a freshly made individual meat and potato pie from “Umble Pies”, a cupcake 
from “Irresistibly Scrumptious Cakes and Cupcakes” and a little flag to wave and feel part of the day. 
Putting together the gifts took part at East Beach Church and was supported by a couple of our junior 
Buddies.  18th/19th of June, twelve weeks in and we really wanted to say thank you to our Carers, 
Buddies and Volunteers.  A carers tea was delivered to all Carers registered with us in partnership with 
Grumpy’s and Crossroads.  In the first 19 weeks of the pandemic, the Selsey Covid 19 mutual Aid and 
SCF were able to: 6000 Selsey Senior News Copies, delivered 1980 meals, delivered 15,900 leaflets, 
delivered 100 Easter Treats, delivered 100 VE Day treats, provided 140 Buddy Thank You’s, provided 
108 Carers Thank You’s, delivered 300 UK Harvest boxes, facilitated 7980 essential activities, made 
6916 telephone calls and lend 402 library items.  Throughout the crisis it has become evident as to the 
effect the pandemic has had on individuals. This was seen immediately the lockdown took hold and 
there will no doubt be a future impact.  Mental Health and Wellbeing: We noticed a low level of anxiety 
amongst many and needed to be mindful as to the impact on our own staff and volunteers. As most 
services disappeared, the support that people received reduced; for example face-to-face consultations 
or self-help groups. This led to people, particularly young men, reverting back or increasing their use of 
drugs or alcohol. The impact of being furloughed or made redundant caused financial worry for many. 
Not knowing how long this would go on for increased people’s anxiety levels.  It was becoming evident 
through the conversation Buddies were having and the referrals coming through via the telephone, that 
the situation was impacting on people’s health and wellbeing.  Access to Healthcare: We are fortunate 
to have a medical practice within Selsey, but it is the only one and serves the whole community of 
nearly 11,000 residents, many with some debilitating complex care needs. They put incredible 
measures in place to try to continue to give good medical support by using technology to carry out 
“virtual appointments”. Whilst some people happily embrace technology for others this can also create 
more anxiety particularly for our older residents. Fortunately, we have contacts with some Primary Care 
Teams and were able to navigate a way round some of the issues that arose, such as making referrals 
on the person’s behalf, or speaking to a medical professional who knew their way around the system 
and could advise.  Loss and Bereavement: During the pandemic there were a number of losses. 
Although this was not due to Coronavirus but other issues. This of course did not make the loss any 
easier to bear. Primarily due to the impact that people could not grieve together, there was no one 
available to comfort. If death was imminent people couldn’t go and visit the person either at their home, 
a residential home or hospital. Funeral directors had to manage the situation – limited numbers at the 
funeral, no singing, no hugs. Many churches were directed to close their doors too, this lead to people 
being unable to join their parish community for support. However, some were able to provide online 
services throughout and prayer opportunities as well as support through their websites.  Social Media: 
Whilst it has its place, it was a platform that became the only way some people seemed to vent their 
anger or frustration at others who were not observing any of the recommendations and safe distancing 
rules in shops, leading to rudeness to shop staff who had put themselves at risk throughout the 
pandemic. Reminders went out to people to “Be Kind”.  Hidden Disabilities: We will use this as a lever 
to drive forward a compassionate community.  We informed people along the way about other hidden 
disabilities which can be degenerative (such as Huntingdon’s Disease, Parkinson’s Disease). Hopefully 
this will enable Selsey to be a more caring and compassionate community.  The charity has responded 
to the emerging needs and additional footfall and enquiries. This has led to the expansion of the 
established community groups and developed further group activities. Other key services have 
developed as a direct result of the pandemic and the closure of the Selsey Works Project led by our TC 
in March 2020.  This has included: Selsey Employment Service (established in July 2021) has already 
had 53 referrals.   Selsey Money Support (Established Dec 2019) by 2021 it had regenerated funds into 
the economy by £180k. Successful Attendance Allowance contributed to this by £7576. We have 
currently added £3k funds already this quarter through AA.  Grow Selsey (established May 2020) 
People have really taken to gardening ,the range of activities including the Hidden Garden, Gardening 
Clubs, Tea Gardens, Environmental projects, have really taken off. Paul can update you further.  
Selsey Wellbeing Services (including It’s Ok not to be OK/Hope in the Dark) have been accessed 
dependent on need, as there continues to be long waiting lists for MH and WB services.   Visitors to the 
Selsey Care Shop, during 2021 were 3806. We are now in the first quarter of the year and visitors have 
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reached 1264.  The SCF operating model is currently being replicated in Midhurst, and the Witterings 
communities.  A Peer Support and Training Programme is being developed for care providers and 
community groups. Supporting the Ukraine Lifeline Project as a drop off point, and to enable 
fundraising and connections to local Ukrainian speaking people.   
 
The Deputy Clerk thanked Karen and continued by stating, working in partnership and volunteering is 
key to Selsey’s success as a community.  Engaging in partnership working, encourages creative 
thinking and collaboration which enables the delivery of innovative projects.   Hopefully, no one could 
have missed in the summer the arrival of five, large, multicoloured seals; the Selsey Seal Art Trail.  
Ultimately celebrating Selsey through its heritage and wildlife; adding a splash of colour as we look to a 
brighter future for all.  Selsey Seal Art Trail was made possible through a public arts grant. It gave 
Selsey Town Council the opportunity to work with Selsey’s residents, community groups, Selsey’s 
primary schools, local businesses, and Chichester College’s talented students.   Due to government 
covid restrictions at the time, and fitting in to the College’s term time, the Town Council could not have 
a large unveiling occasion, therefore tonight we are here today to celebrate and thank the art and 
media students’ achievements.  The Deputy Clerk then invited Cllr Donna Johnson, Vice Chair of 
Council to assist with the presentations of mementos from the day in unveiling order to the following 
students:  Freya Betteridge, Nicholas Binns, Ruby Moffatt, Emerald Krigsman, Carleigh Barker, rosie 
Harris and Megan Masters and the to the adults who assisted with the unveilings who were: Pamela 
Howard OBE, Les Hilton, Lyn Reeve, Sammie Harvey, Anya Frampton, Dr. Lesley Bromley, Colin 
Farren of Jago Developments Ltd.  Jago Developments Ltd carved and created all five seal sculptures. 
The Dark Skies Seal was unveiled by Dr Brian May CBE who stated at the time of unveiling;  “On a 
spot where I used to occasionally roam with Sir Patrick, I was able to unveil an intriguing memorial to 
his legacy. I met and congratulated the fantastic young designers of all the seals and a good time was 
had by all. Viva Sir Patrick!”.  Chichester College Media students from behind their lenses captured the 
making of and unveiling of the seals on film for posterity.  All of those present were presented with a 
framed photograph.   Chichester College was thanked for all their support and STC look forward to 
working on many future projects together.  The Town Council’s aim is to give local students portfolio 
opportunities to enable further career prospects.   Cllr D Johnson then asked Andy Davies to say a few 
words.  He then thanked the Town Council Officers for working with the College on the project and 
reiterated that this had been a superb opportunity for young people to use their talents to create 
something for a community and enabled them to have an achievement for their portfolios for their 
future.  
 
The Chairman thanked Andy, Donna and the Deputy Clerk.  He continued:  Selsey Town Council is proud of 
Selsey’s strong community spirit and take this opportunity to remind everyone of our bi-annual Event Grants 
Fund and our Community Grants Fund, deadlines are August and February each financial year.  These 
grants have been put in place by Selsey Town Council to encourage, empower and enable community 
groups and organisations to take forward initiatives for the benefit of Selsey.   Already this evening we have 
been entertained by one of the Town Council’s event grant recipients – The Selsey Shantymen.  He then 
welcomed Lisa Lyons from Full Up to speak about what their community grant has enabled them to do for 
families in Selsey.   
 
Lisa Lyons: At the start of the pandemic, it became apparent that the Government were not going to 

provide meals or food vouchers to children and so I decided that something had to be done locally.  I 

put a call out on social media and was overwhelmed by the response.  In conjunction with Café 

Grumpys, who had been providing hot meals to the NHS, we started provided hot, filling meals to 

children in the October half term of 2020.  We had volunteers from one of the businesses that I run, as 

well as from Selsey Town Council, who delivered a hot meal, to children, between 4 – 4.30pm in that 

holiday period.  Realising that the need would continue beyond the holiday period, I had to keep the 

program sustainable.  Creating a Go Fund Me page, generating the most outstanding response from 

the members of our community and quickly raised enough funds that would feed children, not only at 

Christmas but also in the February half term.  So when it came to Christmas, I wondered how I would 

cook all of the meals out of my own kitchen, but with the help of chef Tom Harker we managed it.  I 

wouldn’t say it was Hell’s Kitchen but it wasn’t far off – there were a few cross exchanges but it was an 

adventure! Over Christmas, we fed 72 children every single day.  People gave up their time over the 
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Christmas period to deliver this hot food and lovely stories came back from not only families but also 

from the volunteer delivery drivers who saw the children peeping out of the curtains to see what time 

we would arrive and what food they were going to get that day.  It was so, so rewarding.  When we got 

to February we had to think outside of the box a little bit and decide how to make the model sustainable 

for the community, how we were going to feed children and how we could go on.  We decided on the 

equivalent of a Hello Fresh box and a lot of our families were very thankful of our recipes and the food 

that we delivered to them.  We simply recreated our food within a recipe and then bought the 

ingredients and showed them how to cook it themselves.  The feedback from the families was utterly 

fantastic, people commenting that they never believed that their children would eat carrots or celery.  

This made the process so rewarding for both us and the delivery drivers.  We couldn’t do what we do 

without the funding and time from Selsey Town Council and I have to say a huge thank you to Donna 

Johnson, who pointed me in the direction of Grant Funding which allowed me to have the financial 

support of Selsey Town Council.  Thank you also for giving up your time and becoming a delivery 

driver.  Thank you Donna.  Thank you also to Christian Skelton for producing our logo, free of charge.  I 

really did call out on a lot of favours.  All of our delivery drivers gave up their time and paid for their own 

petrol.  Thank you.  To see the delight and the thanks from the children and their families and what a 

massive difference it made to them has been so rewarding.  If anyone would like to volunteer or get 

involved in the future then please do get in touch.  Thank you very much and thank you again to Selsey 

Town Council for supporting us. 

The Chairman thanked Lisa and continued: As the evening draws to a close, as Chairman of Selsey Town 
Council I would like to make one last presentation.  This is an exceptionally special year when our Queen 
celebrates her Platinum Jubilee.  He invited Lyn Reeves from the Victory Club and Becki Townsend from 
The Selsey Festival to join hm and he thanked their organisations for applying for an events grant, and on 
behalf of the Council, presented them with a cheque for £3,000 to enable the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
Celebrations in Selsey.  He then invited Lyn Reeves and Becky Townsend to speak: 
 
Lyn Reeve stated: it has been some years since I did D Day in Selsey, when I was a business owner 

on the high street, and it had been hard to organise the day (Lyn recited a tale to reiterate the difficulty 

in organising an event with the businesses in Selsey at that time).  Coming together to do things makes 

us stronger.  This Jubilee Celebration has been three years in the planning, as VE Day could not 

happen due to Covid.  Then with covid nearly managed, we began to muster more troops and our 

committee was finally formed, with The Victory Club, Arts Dream and Selsey Festival.  We are stronger 

together, Selsey is stronger together and I love the community feel when Selsey comes together.  

When our community puts its mind to it and works together, we can achieve anything.  This coming 

Jubilee is going to be a fantastic day to give thanks to our Queen for her steadfast, and fiercely loyal 

reign.  We can do that, and in doing of it, if only for one day, we can get people up onto our high street, 

we can raise our Towns profile, and make people talk about us.  We are still busy raising funds for this 

day.  The council has given us £3000, a fantastic amount, Seal Island Resort has also given us funds 

and voice their support, but we estimate that this day will have cost us collectively (The Victory club, 

Arts Dream and Selsey festival) some £15.000.   So we still continue to raise funds.   We have in place 

a spitfire air display, which wasn’t cheap! and a full stage and entertainment throughout the day.  I will 

continue to raise funds for future events for Selsey of this type and any monies raised on the day will 

go into “The Selsey Commemoration Fund”.  This fund, which is under the umbrella of The Victory 

Club, with the aim of being able to bring the community together on certain days, thus showcasing 

Selsey’s rich heritage.  We would like to thank all of our sponsors for their time. their offers of help, their 

advice and their kind donations towards this day.  I won’t name them all here, because we will be doing 

a public announcement later, but please know how very grateful we are or your help. 

Becki Townsend: Thank you Lyn for your very kind words. I am Becki Townsend and would firstly like to 

introduce myself for those that don’t know me. I am a Trustee for Arts Dream Selsey, a committee member 

for The Selsey Festival and co run Cloud 9 Musical Theatre Group alongside my husband, Sue Graves, and 

Mike Brummell here in Selsey.  So in case you wondered and that didn’t give it away I am very actively 

involved in anything “Arty” in Selsey.  Part of all of those groups I work with is our shared aim to work in 

partnership with voluntary sector communities, schools, agencies, and artists to encourage, develop, create, 
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produce, and promote arts activities for the community of Selsey.  Now for a little bit of history as to how we 

came to the idea of the Jubilee Jamboree.  Selsey Festival was started in 2003 by a group of likeminded 

people, and after many successful years it was taken over by Selsey Town Council. However just before we 

got hit by the dreaded Covid it was returned to the community to run.  It was then decided by that committee 

that we needed to re-launch the Annual Festival in a bigger and better way.  Well then as you all know the 

world stopped for 2 years, which for myself and the groups I work with as live entertainers was, as it was for 

all of us, horrendous!  As you have heard Lyn had been all ready to organise an amazing V.E. day 

celebration as well.  After lots of emails, phone calls and my pet hate zoom calls, we all decided Selsey really 

needed a huge party at the end of all this to celebrate and enjoy every moment we can.  There we were, 

waiting to be allowed out, and we realised it would soon be the Queens Jubilee and so the Selsey Jubilee 

Jamboree was born.  We checked and there was nothing planned by anyone else in Selsey so Selsey 

Victory Club, Arts Dream Selsey and The Selsey Festival teamed up to create a large scale outdoor one day 

event that celebrates the Queen’s Jubilee which is to be held on Sunday June the 5th from 10am – 9pm on 

the Recreation Ground and in the High Street.  Throughout the day there will be a variety of activities to 

including: A parade down the High Street of local groups, including the Guides, Scouts and Brownies, 

vintage cars from the 7 decades of the Queen’s reign, street entertainers and Music.  We have events for 

children to include: Bezerkas Circus Skills for Kids, Long Nose puppet theatre, Burnett’s Fun Fair, a fancy-

dress competition (Kings and Queens), donkey rides, a professional children’s entertainer and face painters.  

Food stalls will include a Hog Roast, Noodle Bar, Fresh Pizza van, Burgers from Selsey Lions, Coffee and 

Donuts, Ice Creams and Candy Floss.  A French Market will be in the High Street, there will be a Dog Show 

on the recreation field.  Charity and Craft stalls have been offered as an opportunity for local groups to raise 

their profile, sell goods and raise funds.  A bar will be operated by Selsey Cricket Club and a Fresh Cocktails 

bar provided by Barbastic will be on the Recreation Field.  A large stage with local entertainment from Selsey 

Community Choir, Cloud Nine Musical Theatre Group, The Shanty Men, Solo local stars, Dancers and to 

finish the day off a local head liner band, Fret Wire.  An air display by a Spitfire Airplane over the sea. 

There will be a premiere, showcasing a special project to include 100 singers and 4-piece brass band and is 
fully inclusive of all groups and individuals in Selsey who want to participate.  As a group we felt it was of the 
utmost importance that this was a “Free” event so that no one in our community was excluded.  We felt that 
the Jubilee event would bring our community together after Covid.  Through this event we would hope to 
achieve stronger community relationships, as well as increasing footfall to Selsey through visitors attending 
the event whilst developing the Selsey economy through the food outlets selling produce which after all the 
lockdowns can only be good news for local businesses.  Selsey Jubilee Jamboree will act as a template for 
encouraging Selsey to become a successful and vibrant town, supporting the development of tourism and 
promoting Selsey as a destination for both businesses and visitors. The event will build Selsey’s reputation 
with tourists and will raise the profile of Selsey to be a community that delivers. It will enhance the profile of 
Selsey locally and within West Sussex, and with the project itself being located on the Recreation Ground it 
will celebrate how a community open space can be used for something other than cricket.  Now although I 
have said that as a group, we wanted this to be a “Free” event that does not mean that this has been a 
“Free” event for us to organise. All of us on the committee do it for free and we have been meeting for nearly 
a year now roughly once every 2 weeks for about 2 hours. That aside this event has cost us approximately 
£15000, to put on for our community. That by the way is not a moan or complaint, it’s a fact, which we all 
knew going into this, but feel that maybe not everyone in our community fully understands.  We are grateful 
for all the support we have received in both money and time and goods from the community so far, but if 
anyone here feels they could help us in anyway please do speak to us after this meeting.  As our strap line 
says “Selsey Stronger Together”.  Well, I think I have gone on long enough. Thank you for listening and I 
hope we will see all of you on Sunday 5th June. 
 
The Chairman thanked Lyn and Becky. 
 
TO RECEIVE COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS WITHIN THE PARISH OF SELSEY 
ON ANY MATTER IN RELATION TO WHICH THE COUNCIL HAS POWERS OR DUTIRES OR WHICH 
AFFECT THE TOWN 
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The Chairman noted that questions may be limited to allow for networking time, however attendees were 
invited to place their contact details and questions in a box provided and Selsey Town Council will respond 
forthwith with a copy of the question and answer being place on the Town Council’s website. 
 
There were no questions at the meeting. 
 
 
CLOSE OF MEETING 
 
The Chairman thanked all for coming together as a community tonight.  Over the next year Selsey Town 
Council will continue in its mission to Engage with its residents, local authorities and other service providers, 
businesses, educational and community organisations; Encourage a safe, environmentally robust, healthy, 
prosperous town;  Enable a socially inclusive and caring community which embraces all residents 
irrespective of age, culture, income, race, sexual identity or religion; Empower well-being, a sense of place, 
collective responsibility and social mobility.  He invited all to stay and enjoy refreshments whilst engaging and 
networking with all the groups present.  
 
There being no other business, the Chairman thanked the attendees and participants and closed the 
meeting at 8.30pm. 
 
 
                                          ------------------------- 

                    Chairman 
 


