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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON WEDNESDAY 7th APRIL 2021 VIA 
ZOOM 
 
PRESENT: 
A total of thirteen electors were in attendance. 
 
WELCOME BY THE CHAIR 
Cllr A Brown (Chairman of the Town Council) took the Chair and welcomed members of the public and 
opened the meeting at 7.38pm. 
 
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from District Cllr John Elliott. 
 
TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE TOWN MEETING HELD ON 3rd APRIL 2019 
The Chairman explained that the minutes of the Annual Town meeting held on 3rd April 2019 had been 
available on Selsey Town Council website for the last 24 months and would be taken as read unless anyone 
wished otherwise. 
Mr Clive Alden proposed, seconded by Mr Mike Beal, that the minutes be confirmed and signed as a true 
record.                 
                 
TO RECEIVE CHAIRMAN OF SELSEY TOWN COUNCIL’S REPORT FOR April 2019-March2021 
This report was received via the Zoom network. 
For those of you who don’t know me, my name is Andrew Brown and I am the current Chairman of Selsey 
Town Council and I would like to welcome you to this, the first virtual Chairman’s Report, not only for the year 
2020/21,but also for the preceding year of 2019 to 2020. 
In better times, it is tradition that I host the Annual Town Meeting in the Town Hall, which is open to the 
public, where I can engage with our community to bring the town up to date with all the initiatives and 
programs that the Council are undertaking on their behalf. It is also an opportunity to showcase Selsey Town 
Council’s achievements and accomplishments for the town, and for you – the residents. 
This annual town meeting and update is usually scheduled to happen earlier during this Council’s current 
term – but in light of the pandemic we have experienced – this was postponed indefinitely last year. 
As many of our community engage with the Council, we felt that rather than miss out on a lost year we would 
undertake a two year download ‘online’ which does seem to be the norm these days.  
One of the benefits of this Chairman’s Report being digital is that we can show images highlighting what we 
have been doing. Unfortunately, it does preclude some of the interactions a traditional meeting would allow. 
On this digital platform, you have the opportunity of hearing what your Council has been doing in the comfort 
of your home where you can pop the kettle on to make a cuppa, or you can just adjust the volume of my 
voice. 
May 2nd 2019 saw the start of a new four year term at Selsey Town Council with several new faces elected to 
the Council. I guess I am long overdue in introducing Councillors Mindy Rich, Darren Buckfield, Mike Sully, 
Trudy Glew and Val Weller to our fold. Our Councillors are volunteers, passionate about their community 
and getting the best for Selsey. They look to, where appropriate, support the community’s initiatives. 
In the spirit of openness and transparency, the Council decided to launch our Selsey Town Council Business 
Plan 2020 through to 2024. This ongoing document was hand delivered to residents during a very blustery 
period at the end of 2019 by your local Councillors, to which they have my – and I’d like to think – your 
thanks. The Business Plan put all of the ideas from Councillors, staff and our community partners into one 
document which could be reviewed and updated annually. This document offered the residents the chance 
to keep up to date with the Council’s activities for Selsey. 
The document also shows how we work with partner organisations, lobby local Government and provides a 
blueprint on how we allocate time, resources and funds we are in receipt of. The response from you, the 
residents, during this period exceeded national averages for consultations and therefore is considered a 
success. However, it is down to our community to engage with us as community partners to bring the 
dreams and goals set out in the plan to fruition. 
The plan is currently, albeit slightly behind due to Covid, undergoing its annual review and the revisions will 
be posted on our website as soon as we can. 
The Business Plan was divided into four sections so I thought that for the remainder of my report I will break 
it down into the four categories, which are: 
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1. Governance and Community Engagement – this deals with our policy making, due diligence, 
planning decisions, public consultations, lobbying, elections and weddings. 

2. Area and Environment – this covers the management and maintenance of the Selsey Centre and 
Town Hall complex, Selsey’s five playgrounds, parks and open spaces and Warner’s Yard Public 
Conveniences. 

3. Economy and Tourism – support and promoting our Town and local businesses for Selsey’s financial 
long tern sustainability. 

4. Community Well Being and the Voluntary Sector  - advising and supporting residents over the 
telephone and face to face, when Covid allows, with their enquiries on the services and facilities 
which we offer and signposting to qualified professionals where appropriate. Our Council promotes 
and aids local voluntary groups and organisations that seek to support and assist Selsey’s residents. 

Governance and Community Engagement. 
In spite of Covid and the lockdown – which I will deal with at the end of my report – the Council has raised 
over £60,000 in grant funding to aid and enhance our community and I would like to say a massive well done 
to our staff and in particular to our Community and Business Manager Zoe Neal who joined us just prior to 
the 2019 elections. Much of this funding has to be ‘bid for’, it is not a given and we are up against many other 
communities so it is a testament to all the hard work and efforts of Zoe and our team, and the Deputy Clerk’s 
management of the process that we have done so well. Much of the funding comes from funds that 
developers have to contribute to. It may not be to everyone’s liking, but the Council regularly engages with 
developers and the local planning authority to try and make sure these funds are allocated appropriately in 
local infrastructure projects. 
I’d like to take the opportunity to thank the Councillors involved in The Selsey Neighbourhood Plan and I 
would like to point out that the Councillors give their time and knowledge outside of the regular meeting cycle 
commitments to help consult and construct policies to benefit the residents of Selsey. 
One such project which we have been working on, are the improvements and redevelopment of the Selsey 
Centre at Manor Green Park. As I mentioned, the Council can receive funding for infrastructure development 
as part of any large scale housing development and we have received funding to use solely to improve our 
community centre. We have been working with community partners to prioritise things to meet their needs 
and the needs of our residents. We are just concluding a fact finding stage and are looking to put forward 
some concepts to gauge your feedback. I don’t want you to think I’m needlessly teasing you at the moment, 
however a lot of local government is planning for the future as projects can take time. Although we do relish 
the quick win! 
Speaking of grants and funding, following on from the previous Council’s decision to devolve the events back 
into the community, we have set up a new Events Grants Fund to sit alongside our existing Community 
Grants Fund. The Events Fund which was launched in November 2019 was set up to enable and empower 
local groups to stage events within the community. It is fair to say that over the years, the Council has had to 
step in and shoulder many burdens where groups have floundered due to, but not specific to, volunteer and 
financial issues. The previous Council asked the question, albeit a contentious one, and chose to step back 
from the organisation of these events so not to follow in these group’s footsteps. This new Council agrees 
with the decision, but believes that with seed funding and some pointing in the right direction, committed 
groups of volunteers with a passion, and remember it is a passion that makes a lot of these projects a reality, 
the drive to see it across the line. These groups can deliver more home grown events than we can. The first 
round of grants was a success with the Council committing to funding a Selsey Festival and committing 
those funds to a community group that we believe will deliver for Selsey. Empowering people, empowering 
projects to get community results. And don’t forget, these funds are still open to groups who wish to put on 
events. 
One type of activity that we offer is our wedding venue at the Town Hall. During lockdown we took the 
opportunity to refurbish our Council Chamber. We are already taking many bookings and going forward the 
Council will be looking to expand our offering to those wishing to commit to each other with a ceremony, 
whether it is a Wedding or a Civil Partnership. 
Area and Environment. 
We are all proud of our community and the beauty within it. My thanks to our dedicated maintenance team 
for their hard work within Selsey’s parks and open spaces and the hanging baskets that adorn our high street 
during the summer months. My thanks, on behalf of the Town Council and our residents also go out to the 
numerous volunteers who give their time and expertise to spots around Selsey, such as the Sensory Garden 
which has been updated thanks to their efforts. To enable everyone to enjoy these spaces and for the benefit 
of all residents I encourage everyone to keep an eye out and report back any problems or issues they see. 
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To combat some of the problems we have, the Council funds – in partnership with Chichester District 
Council – Neil Hill, our Community Warden, who works with us and those in the newly established Police 
base within the Town Hall Complex. Neil also works closely with our Chief Inspector Jon Carter, PC Rob 
Patterson and our PCSO’s Ollie and Jessica, all who routinely patrol Selsey. You may not see them all the 
time, but trust me when I say that they are out and about and that if you report something they will look in to 
anything you report. Community safety is high on our list. We have been supporters of Selsey Speed Watch 
and are active partners in CCTV. I am pleased to announce that we are currently project planning with the 
policing team to hopefully increase our CCTV presence over East Beach and along the High Street. This is 
another example of listening to our resident’s concerns and requests and adapting our resources to such 
projects. It is also another great example of Councillor outreach and engagement within our community and 
how local Councillors go the extra mile outside of our normal requirements to work on your behalf. 
Another big area of investment for Selsey Town Council is in our recreational facilities. We believe in the 
importance of play, exercise and being outside to reap the benefits of our lovely surroundings and sea air – 
even if the winds down here are prone to clearing out the odd cobweb or two. In the summer of 2019, we 
successfully raised funds and installed our first piece of inclusive play equipment at our East Beach Play 
Area. This was a project that was partly instigated by the public and Selsey Town Council was more than 
happy to rise to the occasion. I am also very pleased to announce that we have recently completed work on 
a brand new playground in our recreation ground behind the Medical Centre. For those with long memories, 
the previous playground (complete with it’s death-trap slide and splinter ridden riding horse) was removed to 
make way for our Medical Centre and it has long been a desire to replace the facility. Thanks to the sterling 
efforts of the Council Officers in raising the funding and the participation of you, the public, who decided on 
the scheme after it’s consultation. This facility is the first in our area to have an inclusive roundabout and an 
inclusive swing that takes wheelchairs. We were grateful to members of the community’s suggestions 
regarding this. The staff saw a window of opportunity in December, we were able to get a spade in during 
lockdown and although we had to battle some grimy weather, we managed to complete it – ahead of 
schedule. Now that the ground is dry we have managed to pop in a pathway to the park along the section 
that was previously cleared in preparation. Once again thanks to our maintenance team. 
We as a Council share your concerns regarding climate change and the environment. I am pleased to 
announce that we are engaged with Chichester District Council Foreshores department and, as an active 
partner, we are working to protect your properties from the advancement of the sea and we are taking the 
opportunity to enhance the areas around out coastline to benefit our residents and attract sustainable eco-
tourism throughout the year, not just during the summer season. We have an action group of Councillors that 
are drafting our Climate Change Policy which will cover everything from renewables to recyclables and even 
tree planting projects. I am also pleased to announce that even amongst the current uncertainties and deep 
cuts to government, that the Town Council have remained committed to retaining the mobile bi-weekly tip 
service at East Beach. Along with the benefits in time, this service takes many, many car journeys off the 
road along with all of the carbon and pollution that these journeys generate on our busy peninsula. I am 
proud that Selsey Town Council took the lead in this project and that - with public support throughout the 
process by way of consultations, polls and meetings – we battled to keep this service. Upon reaffirming our 
commitment to the scheme we have secured this facility for a modest increase in our precept. 
Economy and Tourism. 
One of the major projects that we have undertaken has been the creation of destinationselsey.co.uk 
Destination Selsey is an online digital service, created with the community for the community and visitors, 
developed by Selsey Town Council through a grant fund. It provides Selsey with a local business directory, a 
what’s on guide, a virtual heritage centre and mobile device accessible interactive walking trails. This digital 
service promotes Selsey unique artistic, cultural, historical, environmental and scientific importance to benefit 
the local economy. Getting it up and running is one thing but now the Town Council would like to hear from 
Selsey businesses and organisations who would benefit from promoting their goods, services and events, 
free of charge on Destination Selsey. We would also like to hear from any residents who would like to 
contribute articles to the site. So to find out how you can list your business or organisation, promote your 
events or contribute to the content on the site, please email enquiries@selseytowncouncil.gov.uk 
As many of you may be aware, Bunn Leisure was purchased by Cove Communities. The Council have been 
in constant dialogue with Cove and we are pleased to announce that we have secured a premises from 
Cove, free of charge for a period of two years, that our local artisan businesses can use to showcase their 
products. These premises are situated by the Windmill in Mill Lane. This is an exciting opportunity to develop 
potential businesses and a great way to show visitors and residents the skills and abilities of our budding 
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entrepreneurs. Our Community and Business Development Manager has also engaged with Cove to enable 
them to work with local Selsey businesses to create mutually beneficial relationships. 
As I mentioned earlier, some of the funding we have secured is being used to help create an identity, a 
brand for Selsey. We are currently constructing some seal related art to be used as part of a trail to guide 
people around the town. 
Selsey Town Council will continue to focus on supporting Selsey’s local businesses, encouraging growth and 
job creation. 
Community Wellbeing and the Voluntary Sector. 
Covid-19 has had a large impact in all our lives. It would be fair to say that our community well-being and our 
voluntary sector faced a myriad of potential issues upon the onset of the pandemic. It is a well-known fact 
that the community can double in size during the holiday season and the livelihoods of much of our 
community are reliant on visitors and the associated revenue streams that these can bring. 
We have a large elderly population in Selsey, especially compared to other towns of our size. In many parts 
of the UK people experience a sense of isolation when we went into the lockdowns and this risk of isolation, 
in a peninsular community eight miles down the road from anywhere – as the popular saying goes – was 
something that preyed on the minds of many. You only had to look at our empty high street, Shops closed up 
and a lack of visitors. There were many who had relatives in the nursing homes that they couldn’t see, 
families that had parents staying away from their children whilst they were working in key roles. You’d be 
forgiven for not being too much of an optimist. I think it is a testament to our community infrastructure that we 
as a community were able to come together and help each other out whenever needed. I think I speak for all 
of us when I would like to offer our sincere thanks to all of the volunteers who have helped out during the 
pandemic. Whether you acted as a buddy, telephoned someone to see how they were doing, or gave 
someone a lift to the doctor’s surgery. Whether you kindly donated to the Foodbank information and 
collection point we set up at the Town Council Offices – my thanks go out to you. 
We had to shut our offices to the public during this time but in doing so we have adapted to the pandemic 
whilst attending to the needs of our community and my thanks go to the admin team in how they have 
stepped up to the plate and kept going. We have even managed to convert some unused space into a 
lending library that we helped stock and continue to do so. We understand that it may be a while before we 
can return to normal and in recognition of this, the Council are planning to introduce measures to help our 
community bounce back. However, like all businesses, organisations and local government in the country, 
we as a Town Council have taken a large financial hit during Covid which has affected our revenue streams. 
County and District Councils are also in the same position and have introduced big cuts to services. I think it 
is important to stress that Selsey Town Council decided not to cut any of the services that we have. 
Chichester District Council removed funding for counter services at Selsey, however after lobbying 
unsuccessfully to maintain this funding stream, we took the decision to keep this important service of access 
to a public computer and advice for direct access to CDC services, so that residents can access advice on 
Council Tax, Housing and a variety of other issues without having to travel to Chichester. 
We are investing in boosting business links to the tourism sector through our Destination Selsey platform. 
My thanks go out to our small team consisting of our Community and Business Development Manager, Zoe 
Neal, District Councillor Donna Johnson and Derek Irvine, Economic Development Officer, Chichester 
District Council. They have worked tirelessly in helping all Selsey businesses to access grants and funding 
and are helping businesses develop in order to bounce back. 
We are and have, taken a loss in revenue streams in order to be able to offer reduced hall hire to help 
encourage the small community groups and classes that bring people back together, bring Selsey people 
out of isolation and get them back on track. 
Prior to the lockdown, we supported The Selsey Photo Archive Project, The Youth Information Project and 
thanks to the work of our staff member Dawn Lillywhite and her team of volunteers in making the Selsey 
Community Cinema go from strength to strength. As soon as we can open, I’m sure we’ll be calling action on 
a screening or two. And as we start to emerge from this, hopefully, last lockdown, we have made grant funds 
accessible to community groups to help them and potential projects get going. We will be having two rounds 
of grant applications each year for community groups and their projects. All the information is available on 
our website so please have a look. 
You may also be aware that we have opened our doors at The Selsey Centre to the NHS to help, where we 
can, in providing a safe, secure and robust facility to help our residents and our neighbours from around the 
district to receive a vaccination. My thanks go out to our staff at the Selsey Centre and to the volunteers who 
are helping with the roll out. Things are starting to move forward. And as our lives start to become more 
active and busy, could we take a moment to pause. To reflect on the last year. And to remember the 
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members of the community that are sadly no longer with us. Selsey’s size is somewhat confusing. We have 
a large population but most of the time it doesn’t feel like that. Most of the time we still feel we are a small, 
friendly village where everybody knows one another. We all do favours for one another and when we lose a 
member of the community, it saddens us a little more. 
We have shown great resilience, we have united and we have shown why Selsey is a great place to live, to 
work and to enjoy. 
Well, if you’ve made it to this part of my report, I must have done something right to keep you here! As you 
can see, it’s been a rather busy – yet productive – couple of years. 
Thank you for taking the time to listen and I hope to see you all at one of our Council meetings in the future. 
Viewers were then shown a film made to celebrate Selsey as part of Destination Selsey. 

 
Cllr Andrew Brown 

Chairman, Selsey Town Council 
 
COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS FROM SELSEY ELECTORS 
 
A member of the public asked how many electors were present and if more notice and advertising could be 
given prior to the next meeting. The Deputy Clerk responded that there were three members of the public 
present and Cllrs count as members of the public as well. 
 
A member of the public raised the question of £10,000 signage money detailed in January 2020 and where 
and when this would be spent. The chairman replied that be believed he knew the fund that was being 
referred to but would double check and reply to the individual personally. 
 
It was then questioned as to an action plan for a timescale of delivery on the Business Plan. The chairman 
stated that the annual review had been delayed due to Covid-19 but was now taking place with all 
Councillors interacting virtually to liaise and update the plan. Results would be published as soon as they are 
available. 
 
Mrs C Purnell stated that she was being contacted by people who were in the virtual meeting waiting room. 
The chairman explained that as per the Good Councillor Guide and guidance issued by Chichester District 
Council, all who wanted to attend a virtual meeting did have to register their details beforehand and this was 
being adhered to due to the ‘trolling’ received by both staff and Councillors recently. 
 
A member of the public questioned the referendum being held as part of the elections in May 2021. The 
Chairman passed the question to Mr C Alden who explained the Neighbourhood Plan as a document and 
stated that the referendum was a yes or no question as to whether the Plan should be adopted. Mr C Alden 
explained that the document was available to view both on the Selsey Town Council and Chichester District 
Council websites. Mrs C Purnell stated that with a Neighbourhood plan in place, the Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) would raise from 15% to 25%. Mrs D Johnson stated that an adopted 
Neighbourhood Plan would delineate a boundary around the town.  
 
Following on from the mention of CIL, a member of the public asked for details of milestones and timescales 
for monies received. Mrs C Purnell requested that Neighbourhood Plan should not be confused with the 
Business Plan, the Neighbour Plan is for Planning. 
 
The Chairman reiterated that the delivery for the Business Plan was detailed in the back of the document 
and would ideally be reviewed on an annual basis. This has been delayed due to Covid-19 but had now 
started. The Chairman stated Business Plan is referred to at every Council meeting and at each decision. 
The reference could been seen in the minutes from each meeting. 
 
There being no other business, the Chairman thanked the audience and closed the meeting 8.28pm. 
 
 
                                          ------------------------- 

                    Chairman 


