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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON WEDNESDAY 3RD APRIL 2019 IN 
THE TOWN HALL COMPLEX 
 
PRESENT: 
A total of 36 electors and 1 minor signed the attendance register. 
 
WELCOME BY THE CHAIR 
Cllr M Beal (Chairman of the Town Council) took the Chair and welcomed members of the public and 
opened the meeting at 7.32pm. 
 
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from District Cllr John Elliott. 
 
TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE TOWN MEETING HELD ON 4th APRIL 2018 
The Chairman explained that the minutes of the Annual Town meeting held on 4th April 2018 had been 
available in the library and on Selsey Town Council website for the last 12 months and would be taken as 
read unless anyone wished otherwise. 
Mr A Brown proposed, seconded by Mrs G Baum, that the minutes be confirmed and signed as a true 
record.                RESOLVED
                  
TO RECEIVE CHAIRMAN OF SELSEY TOWN COUNCIL’S REPORT FOR 2018/19 
“As usual I would like to start this report by thanking the staff ably led by our Clerk Becky White.  As you will 
be aware the office team has been short of a couple of members for almost a year now but this is about to 
change with the appointment of a new Neighbourhood Coordinator and a new Events Co-ordinator both of 
whom start in April.  We believe that these two posts will enable Selsey to move forward with events for the 
promotion of Selsey and a Co-ordinator with the specific job of promoting Selsey in all its forms. I am very 
grateful to all the team for their dedication and sheer hard work over the year keeping STC working and 
doing it with grace and cheerfulness despite all the difficulties they have faced. 
Selseyworks: this project has been given the support of STC into the future.  We do believe that this project 
is essential to the wellbeing of many of our residents both in seeking employment and in accessing a whole 
raft of social support ranging from access to the food bank, to the complex and mind-boggling world of 
benefits.  Sue has added the Events Co-ordinator role to her existing job and as she knows both Selsey and 
the Town Council extremely well we know Selsey will benefit from her appointment.  The energy adviser we 
have engaged to offer energy advice on Thursdays in the Exhibition Hall is still there if anyone wishes to 
consider changing energy provider.  If you haven’t been to speak to either of them then don’t wait.  The 
energy advice is a drop in session where switching and other energy advice is available. 
Selsey TC has also been involved in the generation of the STOMP project (Sustainable Tourism on the 
Manhood Peninsula).  This is a genuine opportunity for us to mould our own future and work with the other 
parishes on the peninsula for the benefit of us all.  So far this has proven to be a little slow in getting going 
but the potential is still there and I hope STC will continue to engage with other parishes on the peninsula to 
make a real difference to tourism and the environment we enjoy so much. 
The Selsey Vision is an ongoing project with STC and CDC working in partnership.  If you haven’t added 
your ideas to the mix then please don’t wait any longer and either complete one of the postcards to beer 
mats or add your thoughts to the Facebook page or website.  There is not a cut off date and the 800+ 
responses we have had so far are being analysed and the project team are putting together a plan to 
present the story so far.  More of that a little later when Steve makes his presentation to you.  
The Neighbourhood Plan is still going through the variety of machinations that are required to put it to the 
vote in a referendum.  The inspector has agreed that it is fit but since then, as always, the legislation 
changes a little bit, just tweaking the process, but that has a real knock-on effect on the workings at ground 
level.  We genuinely hope that it will be put to the vote this year and that you will all support it.  There is a real 
financial benefit to all of us if the plan is adopted.  
There are elections for every Town Councillor seat on the 2nd May.  Please make sure you get out and vote.  
It is important!  Who you vote for does have an effect on the efficacy of the Council and having a vibrant 
electorate taking an interest in what goes on is essential so please spread the word.  Make sure your voice is 
heard.  Your Councillors are involved in around 12 outside groups where the interests of Selsey are 
important.  That does take some commitment in both time and being willing to do the background work to be 
effective on these groups.  I am very grateful to all who get involved and make a difference.  I do understand 
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the time given and the endless paperwork that these things generate and the frustrations that the rate of 
progress does not always seem as fast as we would like.  Unfortunately, there are rules and processes that 
we are forced to go through and with a democratic system that we have there is no shortcut.  Spending 
public money is a serious responsibility the electorate give to elected member’s so it has to be considered 
carefully. 
As a Council all our committee meetings are held in public.  Planning, Assets and Amenities are the two 
standing committees we use to deal with the issues facing Selsey.  The Full Council meets quarterly and 
with your 14 Councillors debate and consideration of the multitude of issues we face are openly and freely 
decided on.  There is space in the public gallery for anyone to attend.  No membership fee, no appointment 
necessary and no tickets for sale, so if you meet a tout outside selling tickets at inflated prices politely refuse.  
Please come along and see how it works.  Being informed about what goes on is a first step in making sure 
that the Council does represent the needs of Selsey.  Selsey has a wonderful rumour mill but there are often 
‘errors’ in what is perceived to be the truth.  A well attended public gallery would be a wonderful instrument in 
reducing the errors in reporting. I quoted Winston Churchill last year as he said, the price of democracy is 
constant vigilance. This is just as true now as when he originally said it.  If we are making the wrong 
decisions, in your view, then come along and learn how the council works, what the rules are and get 
involved.  Just rocking up at election time and standing as a potential Councillor can be very frustrating as 
there is a lot to learn and it takes time.  Being a Councillor is not for everyone but if you have had a look then 
it makes the decision to stand better informed.  It costs nothing except your time and determination.   
We live in a wonderful place.  We live somewhere that people pay a lot of money to visit on their holiday and 
we live here all the time!  I think we are privileged to live here on the south coast in the wonderful community 
of Selsey.  We have the advantage of knowing where Selsey starts and finishes.  Our community spirit is 
amazing.  The number of visitors and new residents that have commented when we were out with the vision 
barrow the community we have here is incredible far greater than many of the places they come from.  We 
have our problems but when you see what is happening in many other parts of the country, our ability to 
work as a community and support each other is absolutely priceless.” 

Cllr Mike Beal 
Chairman, Selsey Town Council 

 
TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE SEAS THE DAY SELSEY FISHERIES PROJECT AND VIEW THE 
ASSOCIATED FILM OF SELSEY FISHERMEN 
 
The Seas the Day project aims were to raise the profile of Selsey’s fishing industry thanks to a Heritage 
Lottery Fund grant of £35,800.  
 
Selsey Town Council successfully bid for the money for the project with support from the Selsey fishery, 
Chichester District Council and the Manhood Peninsula Partnership who all helped to secure the grant. 
 
Sea’s The Day aim to create a permanent record of the local fishing industry by recording the fascinating 
stories and memories of fishermen and their families and using them to create a short film show.  An 
accompanying book would be produced and the daily working lives of local fishermen would also be 
captured in a series of photographs.  
 
People would be encouraged to eat local fish thanks to a series of special recipe cards which had been 
produced using local crab and lobster recipes provided by the local pubs and businesses who were using 
Selsey caught fish and shellfish in their menus every day. 
 
The project would culminate in a special exhibition at The Novium Museum in Chichester later in the year. 
West Sussex Record Office had kindly agreed to curate the exhibition and would look after all the information 
gathered for the project. 
 
The story of fishing in Selsey was one that hadn’t been told before, and so by documenting the lives and 
memories of local fishermen it was hoped to rekindle people’s knowledge. We had been working closely with 
the Selsey fishery which had been advising us about what would work and who to approach as part of the 
project.  
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Sea’s The Day wass the product of work carried out over the last two years, looking at how to boost the local 
economy. The fishing industry was one of the things that makes Selsey really special, and so one of the 
recommendations were to raise its profile so that fishing here could carry on for future generations. The 
project would also support work being done on the Selsey Vision by STC and Chichester District Council. 
 
STC were working in partnership with the District Council  in securing the funding and running the project. 
The  Cabinet Member for Environment at Chichester District Council, District Councillor John Connor who 
was local to Selsey, said of the project “Receiving this Heritage Lottery funding will make such a difference to 
how people view fishing in the area. Fishing is so important to the economy of Selsey and the surrounding 
area, so CDC are really glad to be supporting this exciting project. While Selsey is reknowned in top London 
restaurants for the quality of its crab and lobster, locally, there is a real lack of awareness about how vital this 
industry is to Selsey. Over the years a lot of knowledge about the local fishing trade has been lost and this 
project aims to rejuvenate interest and pride, and get people buying and cooking local fish in their kitchens.” 
 
More information on the project can be found via Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/seasthedayselsey/ 
or through the Town Council’s website at www.selseytowncouncil.gov.uk  
 
The audience were now asked to enjoy the viewing of the film. 

 
TO PRESENT THE YOUNG PEOPLE INVOLVED IN THE PRODUCTION OF THE SEAS THE DAY FILM 
WITH THEIR BRONZE ARTS AWARDS 
The Sea’s the Day film had been the big highlight of the Sea’s the Day project to date.  Dan Musty and 
Millstream productions worked really hard to get the film just right and had done so magnificently. The film 
had over 3,000 views to date which demonstrated that the word about the fishermen of Selsey Bill was 
getting out to many people - and that had only been in the last 6 week period. 
 
What would have escaped many people watching the film was the huge contribution from some of the 
younger residents of Selsey, something we were celebrating on this evening.  
 
Charlie and Jack were two of our key people when it came to lighting and filming. They were asked to 
research, co-produce and co-edit the film under Millstream’s guidance. Jack was responsible for much of the 
camera work, while Charlie was the main lighting man. They worked on locations such as outside 
fishermen’s huts and on the beach, and often at less than sociable times in the morning. They came through 
all this to not only co-produce a film telling a wonderful story, but to also gain the Bronze Arts Award while 
they were doing so.  
 
The Arts Award Scheme helped young people to develop a number of transferable skills such as teamwork, 
communication, leadership and project management through art. They also learned new technical skills that 
they would be able to use confidently in future. People on the Scheme were encouraged to raise their 
expectations and consider further education or employment in the future. 
 
Charlie was thanked as a “right hand man” with respect to lighting.  It was hoped that he had proved to 
himself and the rest of the world he was a capable competent person, and that he had enjoyed himself while 
doing it. 
 
It was understood that Jack would be moving on to undertake a similar project with Millstream in Portsmouth 
later in the year, and he wanted to take up film making as a career. It was hoped that this award was a useful 
stepping stone along the way. 
 
Both were thanked and informed they were amazing.  
 
Kylie Stott added that two other young people, Jordan and Stanley, were also involved at the start of this 
production but as they had gained employment they were unable to continue with the project.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/seasthedayselsey/
http://www.selseytowncouncil.gov.uk/
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TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE FROM STEVE HILL, RURAL TOWNS CO-ORDINATOR AT CHICHESTER 
DISTRICT COUNCIL ON THE NEW VISION – A PARTNERSHIP PROJECT WITH SELSEY TOWN 
COUNCIL AND BUSINESSES, COMMUNITY GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS FROM ACROSS THE 
TOWN.  
Steve Hill gave an overview of the Selsey Vision.  It had been set in motion in 2018 by Selsey Town Council 
working with Chichester District Council.  The Vision was about helping local people and organisations 
working in the town to collaborate, make things happen and therefore make Selsey even better.  The Vision  
would be an evolving project and so far over 800 suggestions had been received from people throughout the 
Town, who had engaged in the process by either talking to Councillors, completing Vision Beermats and/or 
Vision Cards and inputting suggestions via the Vision Website.  All of the suggestions received were 
currently being collated and themes were emerging.  Becky White strongly urged everyone to visit the 
website to find out more about the current projects taking place, such as Sea’s The Day, and view new 
projects that had come forward.   
 
Mr A Brown asked how projects would be prioritised and how the public would be consulted.  Steve Hill 
replied that part of the process would be to generate public support and that the projects would be self-
prioritising but there may be opportunities to seek funding where appropriate.  Mike Beal stated that in terms 
of prioritisation and consultation it would be the role of STC and CDC to engage with the public.  Ms K Scott 
asked where the current funding had come from to which it was noted that CDC had put £10k in place to 
initiate the process of the Vision Project. 
 
The Chairman noted that in terms of credibility and the way forward, CDC had two projects currently under 
consideration, namely Wayfinding and East Beach Development.  Wayfinding being a process of finding 
your way around Selsey and its attractions and CDC were committed to the East Beach Project of 
rejuvenating the area by funding £25k. 
 
Mr C Dean asked whether land at East Beach would be sold for redevelopment.  The Chairman stated that 
the sea wall at East Beach was a flood defence, the car park was a flood overflow area and access to the 
sea was required for the Fishing Industry.  He also pointed out that CDC had covenants on the land at East 
Beach Green to stop residential developments and that it was a public open space.   
 
COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS FROM SELSEY ELECTORS 
District Councillor Roger Barrow gave an update regarding the fire at Westhampnett Recycling Depot noting 
it may be out of action for some time however, household collections and the twice monthly recycling service 
at East Beach would not be affected. 
 
A member of the public asked if there would be a permanent memorial to Sir Patrick Moore.  Manhood 
Wildlife and Heritage Group had a blue plaque to be sited on The Farthings and were waiting for 
confirmation from Brian May on a date to site it.  The Chairman confirmed that STC would still aim to have a 
memorial. 
 
A member of the public pointed out that the area around New Parade had become untidy. STC had 
previously raised the issue with CDC and enforcement but nothing had come of this as the land was 
privately owned.  The member of the public offered to improve said area and the Clerk asked that they 
forward their contact details so she could pass them to the Community Warden to contact the Landlord. 
 
Mr C Dean asked how long the Chairman had been in office and the Clerk gave clarity that a Chairman is 
elected in May every year. 
 
There being no other business, the Chairman thanked the audience and closed the meeting at 8.37pm. 
 
 
                                          ------------------------- 

                    Chairman 
 


