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PRESENT: Cllr A Brown (Chairman of the Council), Cllr C Alden, Cllr G Baum, Cllr M Beal, Cllr C 

Dean, Cllr T Glew, Cllr D Johnson, Cllr I Martin, Cllr C Purnell, Cllr M Sully and Cllr V 
Weller  

 
ATTENDING: The Clerk & Deputy Clerk, District Cllrs J Elliott & T Johnson and 1 member of the public.  
 
Cllr A Brown welcomed the Cllrs and the public and invited questions from the public on Council issues, 
noting that answers may be given in writing or raised as a future agenda item. No questions were raised. 
 
The Chairman then opened the Full Council meeting at 8.25pm. 

 

C.116/20 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies had been received from Cllrs D Buckfield & M Rich and the reasons given recorded by the 
Clerk in the register. Cllr P Gibbs was absent. 
The Chairman was witness to the reasons and proposed from the Chair that the apologies be 
accepted.           RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
C.117/20 TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS AND 
NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS AND CONSIDER ANY DISPENSATION 
REQUESTS  
None had been received by the Clerk prior to the meeting. Cllr C Purnell declared an interest in item 
C.124/20 in her role as a District Cllr, item C.126/20 as she was on the waiting list for a memorial and 
in item C.127/20 in her role as a County Cllr. Cllr D Johnson declared an interest in item C.124/20 in 
her role as a District Cllr. Cllr T Glew declared an interest in item C.126/20 as she was on the waiting 
list for a memorial. 
 
C.118/20 TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 22ND JANUARY 
2020 
The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 22nd January 2020 had been previously circulated and 
were presented for approval.  
Cllr M Beal proposed, seconded by Cllr C Alden, that the minutes be confirmed and signed as a true 
record.           RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
C.119/20 CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
There were none. 
 
C.120/20 COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED FOR INFORMATION 
19/02/2020 CDC Planning Weekly List 8  

20/02/2020  NALC    NALC Spring Conference 2020 

21/02/2020     NALC       Chief Exec’s Bulletin 

24/02/2020      CDC       Media Release: Local Plan timetable to be reviewed following Government advice 

25/02/2020      CDC       GLaM Minutes 

26/02/2020 CDC Planning Weekly List 9  

26/02/2020       CDC       MPP Project Officer Update – March 2020 

27/02/2020       WSCC    West Sussex County Council Permit Scheme (WSCCPS) Notification of Variation of Permit Scheme 

27/02/2020       CDC   Latest news from the Coastal Communities Alliance – 02/14/2020 

28/02/2020      Snak Shak Farewell Snak Shak Letter 

02/03/2020       NALC      Chief Exec’s Bulletin 

02/03/2020       CDC        Media Release: Grant funding success for Chichester Roman Week 2020 

02/03/2020        CDC        Local Plan Review Update 

03/03/2020       NALC       NALC’s groundbreaking research on dementia 

04/03/2020 CDC Planning Weekly List 10  
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04/03/2020      CDC        Review of Public Spaces Protection Order – Dog Patrol 

04/03/2020       NALC       Coronovirus – NALC update 

06/03/2020       NALC       Chief Exec’s Bulletin 

 

 
C.121/20 TO RECEIVE MINUTES OF THE UNDERMENTIONED COMMITTEE 
Planning of 8th & 29th January 2020 
Cllr M Sully presented these minutes for adoption. 
Cllr M Sully proposed, seconded by Cllr C Alden, that the minutes be adopted.   RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
Assets & Amenities of 16th October 2019 
Cllr T Glew presented these minutes for adoption. 
Cllr T Glew proposed, seconded by Cllr I Martin, that the minutes be adopted.   RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
C.122/20 TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM WORKING/ADVISORY GROUPS  
Finance & Administration Advisory Group  
The minutes of the meeting of 4th March 2020 had been circulated by the Clerk. The items for resolution 
appeared as separate agenda items and the minutes were noted. 
 
C.123/20 TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM/ABOUT LOCAL, SOCIAL & SPORTING 
ORGANISATIONS 
Snak Shak Closure 
An update had been received from the Snak Shak committee announcing that it was to close its 
doors after 14 years; this had been circulated to all Members via email on 28th February 2020. The 
Chairman expressed regret on behalf of the Council and gave thanks to all those who had given their 
time and support to Snak Shak over the years. It was hoped that the current examination of youth 
services and the needs of young people across the Manhood Peninsula, being led by Youth Dream 
following receipt of a £30,000 development grant through the National Lottery, would identify and 
secure new initiatives for the young people of Selsey. Cllr M Sully suggested that a formal letter of 
thanks be sent from STC and this was agreed.  
 
C.124/20 TO RECEIVE & CONSIDER REPORTS FROM/ABOUT WSCC, CDC & STC 
 
Covid-19 
In response to enquiries from  community groups and organisations the Clerk gave the following 
advice on STC’s position on the current coronavirus pandemic noting that STC was taking its lead 
from West Sussex County Council as the statutory authority for Public Protection, Civil Contingency 
and Social Care. Guidance from WSCC officers on 11th March 2020 indicated that their Resilience & 
Emergency Action Team was in regular contact with Public Health England on this issue. WSCC 
advised that they may choose to contact parish councils for assistance and/or support as part of a co-
ordinated response but this might not be judged appropriate due to the nature of the emergency, 
being a public health risk and requested that parish councils should not take action unless requested 
to do so. Should STC receive a request for assistance for volunteers this would be made known to 
the relevant community groups such as voluntary support services, churches, etc.  In the meantime, 
STC was taking the appropriate steps to protect staff and visitors to the Council offices and to 
develop contingency plans to ensure business continuity in the event of self-isolation or shutdown. 
These would be reviewed against further advice or information issued from the Government or 
WSCC and updates to Members circulated as appropriate.  
 
Selsey Neighbourhood Plan 
The Clerk had circulated a report on the current status of the Selsey Neighbourhood Plan advising that 
a revised Decision Statement prepared by CDC officers, taking account that the Environmental Report, 
now completed, concluding that the SNP will not result in a significant negative impact on the 
environment and that the SNP then met the basic conditions, would be put forward for agreement by 
CDC Cabinet at its meeting of 7th April 2020 unless the Town Council advises otherwise. A report from 
the Clerk, outlining the benefits and disadvantages of the options available to STC – proceed, withdraw 
and review, abandon a Neighbourhood Plan for Selsey – had been circulated to all Members. Debate 
noted the slight possibility of challenge prior to referendum and acknowledged the benefit in being able 
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to claim a higher rate of the Community Infrastructure Levy, at 25% uncapped, should the Plan pass at 
referendum and be made into law. 
Cllr M Beal proposed, seconded by Cllr C Alden, that the status quo be maintained and STC proceed 
with the current Selsey Neighbourhood Plan.       RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
STC Community Support Update 
The current vacancy in the Community Support Co-ordinator role had triggered a review of the way 
community support services were currently delivered. Senior officers were each examining the relevant 
data and their advice would be circulated to Council in due course. The Selsey Works Working Group 
had also reviewed the data and a round table discussion on partnership opportunities had been 
arranged with providers of local support services. A full report, including recommendations on service 
delivery and recruitment to ensure that Council can meet the stated commitments in its recently adopted 
Business Plan 2020-24, would be issued shortly with an extraordinary meeting scheduled to facilitate 
timely decision making. This was noted.  
 
Fuel Poverty Programme Update 
In 2017 STC entered into a three year agreement with the Ferry Farm Solar Community Benefit Society 
to receive a grant fund of up to £20,000 per year to provide a programme of direct assistance and green 
initiatives to combat fuel poverty in the parishes of Selsey & Sidlesham. In support of this an energy 
advisor was engaged through Solesco to offer weekly advice clinics and conduct outreach and 
education through attending a variety of events hosted by partners and visiting local housing schemes 
such as the Rookery and Seaview Court. Approximately halfway through the three year period FFSCBS 
advised that their focus had changed from establishing green initiatives such as encouraging 
households to adopt energy efficient practices (solar panels, LED lighting). Instead, they focused solely 
on the ratios of savings per resident. With no big green initiatives to promote the clinic itself had been 
steady but slow. By mutual agreement, the programme had ended early to coincide with the departure, 
at the end of February 2020, of the Community Support Co-ord who provided admin to the project. 
Going forward, FFSCBS were to re-examine the opportunities for the programme and the Clerk was 
hopeful that they will choose to engage Solesco directly to continue the energy advice clinics meaning 
that the community could continue to benefit from such a service. This was noted.  
 
CDC Reception Services Agency Agreement Update 
Following receipt of the CDC Notice of Termination, cancelling the agency agreement from 31st 
December 2020, STC had established a Task & Finish Group to work with the Clerk & Deputy Clerk to 
examine impacts and options. The Group had initially examined services and engagement data, 
agreeing there was clear evidence of community need. On Friday 6th March 2020, the Group had then 
met with District Cllrs J Elliott, D Johnson & C Purnell. At that meeting it was agreed that the District 
Cllrs would support STC in seeking an extension to funding to 31st March 2021 as per STC’s budget 
for 2020/21. Representations would also be made to the relevant head of service at CDC to examine 
options to progress our partnership to ensure the continuation of local service provision. The Clerk 
confirmed that she had that day received confirmation from the CDC Divisional Manager that funding 
would be extended to 31st March 2021, covering the budget allowance. This was noted.  
 
Sea Wall Winter Clearance 
Cllr C Dean raised the issue of access to the sea wall, mooting that STC undertake regular clearances. 
In line with the guidance given by the Deputy Clerk at the Planning meeting of 19th February 2020, the 
Clerk advised that STC could not resolve to take action on the matter as it was outside the remit of the 
Council and the sea wall was owned and operated by CDC as a sea defence structure. Works were 
carried out by CDC following the winter with the sea wall clearance a by-product of these works. The 
Clerk noted that permissions would have to be obtained from the landowner along with guidance on 
any preferred contractor and then if feasible, considered by STC on a cost/benefit basis. It was noted 
that in the past voluntary groups had cleared the wall on occasions.  
Cllr A Brown proposed from the Chair that the Clerk seek initial advice from CDC on the matter. 
           RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 
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C.125/20 TO RECEIVE FINANCIAL REPORTS & DOCUMENTS 
The bank position to 31st January 2020 had been circulated to Members by the Deputy Clerk.The stated 
bank position had been checked against the bank statements for the same date and signed off by two 
Councillors, other than the Chairman, in accordance with STC Financial Regulation 2.2.  
Cllr C Alden proposed, seconded by Cllr C Purnell, that the bank position at 31st January 2020 be noted. 
           RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

  
The Finance & Administration Advisory Group had reviewed the year to date budget position at its 
meeting of 4th March 2020 and the budgets to 31st January 2020 had been circulated to Members by 
the Deputy Clerk.  
Cllr C Purnell proposed, seconded by Cllr C Alden, that the budget position at 31st January 2020 be 
noted.            RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
Accounts for Ratification 
The schedule of income and expenditure payments from 1st December 2019 to 31st January 2020, with 
expenditure totalling £87,035.53, had been circulated to Members by the Deputy Clerk.  
Cllr C Purnell proposed, seconded by Cllr C Alden, that the accounts as presented be accepted.     RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
C.126/20 TO REVIEW AND ADOPT POLICY DOCUMENTS 
Audit Plan 
This had been reviewed by the Clerk and Finance & Administration Advisory Group at its meeting of 
4th March 2020. F&A were recommending the Audit Plan be approved and adopted. 
Cllr C Purnell proposed, seconded by Cllr C Alden, that the Audit Plan as proposed be adopted.  RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
Internal Auditor Terms of Reference 
These had been reviewed by the Clerk and the Finance & Administration Advisory Group at its meeting 
of 4th March 2020. F&A were recommending the Internal Auditor Terms of Reference be approved and 
adopted. 
Cllr C Purnell proposed, seconded by Cllr C Alden, that the Internal Auditor Terms of Reference as 
proposed be adopted.                   RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
Review of the Effectiveness of the Internal Audit 
This had been reviewed by the Clerk and the Finance & Administration Advisory Group at its meeting 
of 4th March 2020 and agreed as fit for purpose. F&A were recommending the Review of the 
Effectiveness of the Internal Audit be approved and adopted. 
Cllr C Purnell proposed, seconded by Cllr C Alden, that the Review of the Effectiveness of the 
Internal Audit as proposed be adopted.       RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
Risk Management Scheme & Policy 
The Clerk/RFO had amalgamated the General and Financial Risk Assessments into one Risk 
Management Scheme. The accompanying Risk Management Policy, adopted at the recommendation 
of the Internal Auditor in 2017, had been reviewed and together these documents demonstrated STC’s 
awareness of and robust approach to risk. The Scheme and Policy had been circulated to all Members 
and F&A were recommending approval and adoption. 
Cllr M Beal proposed, seconded by Cllr C Alden, that the Risk Management Scheme and 
accompanying Risk Management Policy as proposed be adopted     RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
Financial Regulations 
These had been reviewed by the Finance & Administration Advisory Group on 4th March 2020 and no 
changes were required, the Clerk having checked the NALC template published in July 2019. The 
Regulations had been circulated to all Members and F&A were recommending approval and adoption. 
Cllr M Sully tabled an amendment to Reg 1.14 to read £7,500 which was accepted by the Clerk/RFO. 
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Cllr M Sully proposed, seconded by Cllr C Alden, that the Financial Regulations as amended be 
adopted.            RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
Payment Card Policy 
It had been identified that the current system of only the Clerk/RFO being authorised to use the 
corporate credit card presented risks to business continuity in the event of leave. The payment card 
policy and associated procedures had been reviewed to include the Deputy Clerk as an authorised 
cardholder. The Policy had been circulated to all Members and the Finance & Administration Advisory 
Group were recommending approval and adoption. 
Cllr C Dean proposed, seconded by Cllr I Martin, that the Payment Card Policy as proposed be 
adopted            RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
Memorials Policy 
Following extensive work by the Deputy Clerk, reviewing and resolving all current dedications, the 
policy had been updated to reflect the legal advice given to STC in 2019 and reviewed by the Task & 
Finish Group. Adoption of the policy would result in the reopening of the waiting list. The Policy had 
been circulated to all Members and the Finance & Administration Advisory Group were recommending 
approval and adoption. 
Cllr C Alden proposed, seconded by Cllr M Sully, that the Memorials Policy as proposed be adopted
            RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
Representation on Outside Bodies 
This policy had been brought forward by the Clerk/RFO to improve governance and clarity around the 
responsibilities and limits of the Councillor role when appointed as STC representative to outside 
bodies. The Policy had been circulated to all Members and the Finance & Administration Advisory 
Group were recommending approval and adoption. 
Cllr C Alden proposed, seconded by Cllr M Sully, that the Representation on Outside Bodies Policy 
as proposed be adopted          RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
C.127/20 RETENTION OF THE WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL SELSEY MOBILE RECYCLING SERVICE 
WSCC contacted the Manhood parish councils in August 2019, advising of their proposal to withdraw 
the mobile tip service at Selsey & the Witterings and offering the opportunity to discuss parish 
contributions to secure ongoing provision. Initially, WSCC requested feedback by early September 
but after advice from the parish clerks regarding the highly unrealistic timescale an initial meeting was 
set up for September 2019, hosted by STC. As Chair & Vice Chair, Cllrs A Brown and D Johnson 
were appointed as reps to the meeting along with the Clerk/RFO. During meetings held in September 
and October the parishes were unanimous on the need to consult on any contribution and WSCC 
agreed to run a consultation based around the question of whether residents would be willing to pay 
an additional £5-7 on their parish precept to preserve the service. The consultation results, circulated 
by WSCC in January 2020,  revealed that 74% of respondents were in favour of retaining the service. 
Selsey’s response had been the highest with 19.6% of the taxbase responding. A meeting of the 
parishes with WSCC in mid-January 2020 had indicated that contributions were to be considered on 
the basis that all parishes would commit. A report had been circulated to all Members by the Clerk, 
noting that any agreed contribution would not become due until the financial year 2021/22, 
commencing 1st April 2021. Should the necessary parish commitments not be forthcoming WSCC 
would withdraw the service in October 2020. STC had resolved at its meeting of 22nd January 2020 to 
commit to contributing with a figure subject to all parishes committing.Further to notification by 
Sidlesham Parish Council of its resolution not to contribute a further report had been circulated by the 
Clerk, along with the WSCC Basis of Agreement. Members now needed to resolve approval of the 
agreement terms and the contribution figure and period as per the report. The Clerk/RFO was 
directed to ask WSCC to specify the amount of contractual inflation under point 8a of the Basis of 
Agreement.  
Cllr M Beal proposed, seconded by Cllr G Baum, to approve the terms outlined within the WSCC 
Basis of Agreement.          RESOLVED 

For: 10 Against: 0 Abstained: 1 

 



 

 6 

Cllr M Beal proposed, seconded by Cllr I Martin, to resolve a contribution for a period of three years 
and of not more than £5.17 per Band D household from 1st April 2021, subject to limited year on year 
increases as outlined in the Basis of Agreement.       RESOLVED 

For: 10 Against: 0 Abstained: 1 

 
C.128/20 TO DETERMINE GRANT AWARDS 
Community Grant Awards 
Four applications had been received and been reviewed by the Finance & Administration Advisory 
Group in accordance with criteria outlined in the Community Grant Award Policy, A schedule of the 
applications, with F&A comments and recommendations and the relevant statutory authority, had been 
circulated to Members prior to the meeting by the Clerk/RFO.  
Cllr C Purnell proposed, seconded by Cllr I Martin that the community grants be awarded according to 
the schedule as presented and recommended by the Finance & Administration Advisory Group.  
           RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
 
Events Grant Awards 
Four applications had been received and been reviewed by the Finance & Administration Advisory 
Group in accordance with criteria outlined in the Event Grant Award Policy, A schedule of the 
applications, with F&A comments and recommendations and the relevant statutory authority, had been 
circulated to Members prior to the meeting by the Clerk/RFO. It was noted that funding would be drawn 
down from the Events reserve in support of any grants award in line with the resolution made at the 
Council meeting of 27th November 2019 [C.84/19]. 
Cllr C Purnell proposed, seconded by Cllr M Sully that the events grants be awarded according to the 
schedule as presented and recommended by the Finance & Administration Advisory Group. 
           RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 
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C.129/20 TO NOTE REQUIRED AMENDMENTS TO THE ADOPTED SCHEDULE OF MEETING 
DATES FOR 2020/21 
Amendments were required to accommodate the necessary year end accounting processes. A revised 
schedule had been circulated to all Members by the Clerk.  
Cllr A Brown proposed from the Chair, that the amended schedule of meetings be adopted.    RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
C.130/20 CONSIDER ANY URGENT MATTERS FOR INFORMATION 
The Neighbourhood Co-Ordinator had prepared an update for Members on the Destination Selsey 
project advising of changes to the platform’s proposed Content Management System. This was 
noted.  
 
C.131/20 TO ANSWER MEMBER QUESTIONS 
There were none.  
 
C.132/20 CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS       
To prevent accidental disclosure of personal or business sensitive data and by virtue of Section 1.2, 
Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, Cllr A Brown proposed from the Chair to invoke 
Standing Orders 3d, 11 and 19,  “that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be 
transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the members of the public be temporarily 
excluded and they are instructed to withdraw”.        RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
The Chairman granted a brief recess at 10.12pm; the meeting reconvened at 10.16pm. 
 
The Clerk gave a confidential update to Members on staffing and other matters.  
 
There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.23pm. ________________ 

Chairman 


