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PRESENT: Cllr A Brown (Chairman of the Council), Cllr C Alden, Cllr G Baum, Cllr M Beal, Cllr C 

Dean, Cllr P Gibbs, Cllr T Glew, Cllr D Johnson, Cllr I Martin, Cllr C Purnell and Cllr V 
Weller & the Clerk & Deputy Clerk  

 
ATTENDING: District Cllrs J Elliott & T Johnson and 5 members of the public.  
 
Cllr A Brown welcomed the Cllrs and the public and invited questions from the public on Council issues, 
noting that answers may be given in writing or raised as a future agenda item. No questions were raised. 
 
The Chairman then opened the Full Council meeting at 7.31pm. 

 

C.98/20 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies had been received from Cllrs D Buckfield, M Rich & M Sully and the reasons given 
recorded by the Clerk in the register.  
The Chairman was witness to the reasons and proposed from the Chair that the apologies be 
accepted.           RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
C.99/20 TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS AND NON-
PECUNIARY INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS AND CONSIDER ANY DISPENSATION REQUESTS  
None had been received by the Clerk prior to the meeting. Cllr C Purnell declared a non-pecuniary 
interest in items C.107/20 & C.108/20 in her capacity as a District Cllr & County Cllr respectively and 
would abstain from voting on those items. Cllr D Johnson declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 
C.107/20 in her capacity as a District Cllr and would abstain from voting.    RESOLVED 
 
C.100/20 TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 27TH NOVEMBER 
2019 
The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 27th November 2019 had been previously circulated and 
were presented for approval.  
Cllr M Beal proposed, seconded by Cllr C Purnell, that the minutes be confirmed and signed as a true 
record.           RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
C.101/20 CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
There were none. 
 
C.102/20 COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED FOR INFORMATION 
20/12/2019  STC  Officers Weekly Update to Cllrs 
08/01/2020      CDC  Coast Protection Works 
08/01/2020       CDC            Planning Weekly List 2 
09/01/2020       WSCC       Publication of Soft Sand Review of the West Sussex Joint Minerals Local Plan  

(Regulation 19) 
09/01/2020      CDC        MPP Project Update 
10/01/2020  STC  Officers Weekly Update to Cllrs 
15/01/2020        CDC      Planning Weekly List 3 
17/01/2020 STC  Officers Weekly Update to Cllrs 
 

 
C.103/20 TO RECEIVE MINUTES OF THE UNDERMENTIONED COMMITTEE 
Planning of 27th November and 18th December 2019 
Cllr I Martin presented these minutes for adoption. 
Cllr I Martin proposed, seconded by Cllr G Baum, that the minutes be adopted.   RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 
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C.104/20 TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM/ABOUT LOCAL, SOCIAL & SPORTING 
ORGANISATIONS 
There were none. 
 
C.105/20 TO RECEIVE & CONSIDER REPORTS FROM/ABOUT WSCC, CDC & STC 
There were none. 
 
C.106/20 TO RECEIVE THE CLERK/RFO’S REPORT ON THE BUSINESS PLAN 2020-24 PUBLIC 
CONSULTATION RESULTS AND CONSIDER THE RECOMMENDATIONS THEREIN 
Following the conclusion of the consultation on the Business Plan 2020-24 which included widespread 
distribution of the plan, a publicity campaign and open evening on Wednesday 8th January 2020, the 
results had been collated and analysed. A report on the same had been circulated to all Members by 
the Clerk. Over 80% of respondents had agreed with the Council’s vision for Selsey and its key areas 
of focus, with 49% of respondents noting they were already aware of the Council’s activities and 
commitments. A strong majority, 70% of respondents, ‘agreed’ or ‘strongly agreed’ with the planned 
activities and services noted within the Delivery Action Plan. As a result of the consultation response 
anaylysis, no changes to the Business Plan 2020-24 were recommended. Cllr I Martin noted the work 
of the office staff in getting the packs ready for distribution on time and thanked the team on the 
Council’s behalf.  
Cllr P Gibbs proposed, seconded by Cllr C Dean, that the Clerk’s report and recommendation be 
accepted.           RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
C.107/20 TO RECEIVE FROM CHICHESTER DISTRICT COUNCIL THE FORMAL NOTICE OF 
TERMINATION OF THE AGENCY AGREEMENT FOR RECEPTION SERVICES AND DETERMINE 
A COURSE OF ACTION 
Following CDC’s decision to close their Area Office in 2010, an Agency Agreement was negotiated 
with STC to provide CDC reception services (processing of paperwork, sale of trade sacks, CDC 
general enquiries, etc) and the public access PC suite. In October 2015, the service fees were 
renegotiated at CDC’s instigation. CDC’s offer was based on their analysis of engagement data 
uploaded through the CLIO portal and their longterm aim to offer most, if not all services, online. The 
renegotiated fee was £16,795, being £6,795 for the public access PC suite and £10,000 for staffing – 
this represented a loss of 52.4% [2015/16’s recorded year end income figure being £35,278]. 
In December 2019 and in line with Clause 10 of the Agency Agreement CDC gave notice of 
termination to take effect on 31st December 2020. A report had been circulated to all Members by the 
Clerk including a request that a Task & Finish Group be established to examine and collate all 
available data and evidence of need, liaise with our District Cllrs, mobilise our community and open 
negotiations with CDC with a view to the preservation of the status quo. Cllr D Johnson suggested 
that the Group also consider contingency planning to preserve current services should the 
continuation of the agency agreement not be achieved. The Clerk noted that the services were 
already incorporated into the Business Plan 2020-24 although, should termination take place in 
December 2020, Council would have to consider the impact on budgets for the remaining quarter of 
2020/21.  
Cllr C Alden proposed, seconded by Cllr I Martin, that the Clerk’s proposal to form a Task & Finish 
Group as described above be agreed, with Cllrs C Alden, C Dean & I Martin being appointed to the 
Group.            RESOLVED 

For: 9 Against: 0 Abstained: 2 

Cllrs D Johnson & C Purnell abstained from voting. 
 
C.108/20 TO RECEIVE THE RESULTS OF THE WSCC CONSULTATION INTO THE PROPOSED 
WITHDRAWAL OF THE MOBILE AMENITY TIP SERVICE AT SELSEY EAST BEACH AND 
CONSIDER A FINANCIAL COMMITMENT TO RETAIN THE SERVICE 
WSCC contacted the Manhood parish councils in August 2019, advising of their proposal to withdraw 
the mobile tip service at Selsey & the Witterings and offering the opportunity to discuss parish 
contributions to secure ongoing provision. Initially, WSCC requested feedback by early September 
but after advice from the parish clerks regarding the highly unrealistic timescale an initial meeting was 
set up for September 2019, hosted by STC. As Chair & Vice Chair, Cllrs A Brown and D Johnson 
were appointed as reps to the meeting along with the Clerk/RFO. During meetings held in September 
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and October the parishes were unanimous on the need to consult on any contribution and WSCC 
agreed to run a consultation based around the question of whether residents would be willing to pay 
an additional £5-7 on their parish precept to preserve the service. The consultation results, circulated 
by WSCC in January 2020,  revealed that 74% of respondents were in favour of retaining the service. 
Selsey’s response had been the highest with 19.6% of the taxbase responding. A meeting of the 
parishes with WSCC in mid-January 2020 had indicated that contributions were to be considered on 
the basis that all parishes would commit. A report had been circulated to all Members by the Clerk, 
noting that any agreed contribution would not become due until the financial year 2021/22, 
commencing 1st April 2021. Should the necessary parish commitments not be forthcoming WSCC 
would withdraw the service in October 2020. The Clerk noted the the issue had already been 
incorporated into the Business Plan 2020-24 and advised that, should a contribution to retain the 
service be resolved, this be subject to a defined period of time such as 3 years with a request that 
WSCC conduct a midpoint consultation to allow parishes to evaluate future spending. It was agreed 
that this should be actioned on final resolution of the matter. 
 
Cllr A Brown proposed from the Chair agreement to the principle of financial contribution, from the 
financial year 2021/22, with figures yet to be determined.     RESOLVED 

For: 9 Against: 1 Abstained: 1 

Cllr C Purnell abstained from voting. 
 
Cllr A Brown proposed from the Chair, that in the event all affected parishes agreed to contribute, that 
a sum equivalent to £5.11 per household multiplied by the 2020/21 taxbase of 4388.6, to take effect 
from 1st April 2021, be approved.        RESOLVED 

For: 9 Against: 1 Abstained: 1 

Cllr C Purnell abstained from voting. 
 
C.109/20 TO REVIEW AND ADOPT POLICY DOCUMENTS 
Business Plan 2020-24 including Executive Summary 
The Business Plan 2020-24, adopted on 27th November 2019, had been subject to a public 
consultation, the results of which had been analysed and reported to Cllrs as per item C.106/20 above. 
The Executive Summary, written by the Neighbourhood Co-ordinator, was a supporting document to 
provide guidance on the overarching corporate strategy to funding partners. The Clerk advised, in 
accordance with the report on the consultation response, that twice yearly reviews had been scheduled 
to coincide with Council meetings in June and December each year and that any revisions and/or new 
projects would be incorporated at these points.  
Cllr C Purnell proposed, seconded by Cllr M Beal, that the Business Plan 2020-24 including the 
Executive Summary be adopted.         RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
C.110/20 TO DETERMINE THE BUDGET FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2020/21 
The Clerk/Responsible Finance Officer had previously circulated the proposed budget for 2020/21 to 
all Members and these had been reviewed by the Finance & Administration advisory Group at its 
meeting of 13th November 2019. Budget planning meetings had been held on 9th & 23rd October and 
provided a good opportunity for officers and attending Members to work together and research & 
suggest budget priorities taking into consideration the current issues, outline projects and the Council’s 
priorities, identified through the Business Plan, along with known and anticipated expenditure.  The 
budget presented to Council by the Clerk/RFO was designed to cover the costs of STC’s current 
commitments and responsibilities – including but not limited to governance & finance, public buildings, 
parks and open spaces, community needs such as the Warden scheme and CCTV, project and/or 
partnership contributions, initiatives to promote the local economy and tourism, support for individuals 
and the voluntary sector, community engagement and the staffing that underpinned all these functions. 
The Council had approved the budget, subject to the public consultation on the Business Plan 2020-
24, at its meeting of 27th November 2019 [C.95/19]. Following analysis of the consultation the 
Clerk/RFO recommended no changes to the budget for 2020/21. 
Cllr C Alden proposed, seconded by Cllr M Beal, that the budgets for the financial year 2020/21 be 
approved as presented.         RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 
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C.111/20 TO DETERMINE THE PRECEPT REQUIREMENT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2020/21 
The tax base for Selsey set by CDC for the year 2020/21 had been confirmed at 4388.6. In order to 
meet the STC precept requirement and balance the income against projected expenditure, the budget 
outlined an increase in the STC precept for 2020/21 to £84.69 per Band D household, up £0.77 from 
last year. This was a rise of 1.1%, which compared with the current CPI rate of 1.4% and RPI rate of  
2.2% (released by the Office of National Statistics on 15th January 2020. The recommendation could 
therefore be considered to be in line with current inflation. The figure of £84.69, when multiplied by the 
indicative taxbase of 4388.6, gave a precept demand of £371,669 (adjusted for rounding in line with 
the budget calculation).  
Cllr C Purnell proposed, seconded by Cllr I Martin, that the precept requirement be approved as 
£371,669 for the financial year 2020/21.       RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
C.112/20 TO RECEIVE FINANCIAL REPORTS & DOCUMENTS 
Update on Banking Arrangements 
The Financial Risk assessement allowed for six Cllr signatories to the Council’s accounts – being the 
Chair and Vice Chair of Council, the Chair of Planning, the Chair of Assets & Amenities and the two 
Financial Scrutinisers. Although this appeared to give a good level of flexibility & internal control, the 
Clerk/RFO noted the difficulties this large number presented when arranging a mandate change. The 
Council had accounts with three financial institutions and the Clerk/RFO noted that only one mandate 
arrangement was changed at a time to ensure access to funds. Despite the signatories changing in 
May, the Barclays mandate change had still not been completed with one councillor’s ID documents 
outstanding. An interim risk assessment had been completed with the Clerk/RFO raised the risk level 
from Low to Medium in Risk Area 3 – Loss of public funds and noted that she would be speaking to the 
Internal Auditor with a view to suggesting a change to the signatory arrangements detailed within the 
Financial Risk assessment to mitigate the impact and likely repetition of the current situation. This was 
noted.  
 
Accounts for Ratification 
The schedule of income and expenditure payments from 1st to 30th November 2019, with outgoings 
totalling £36,864.68 nett, had been circulated to Members by the Deputy Clerk.  
Cllr M Beal proposed, seconded by Cllr C Purnell, that the accounts as presented be accepted. 
            RESOLVED 

For: 10 Against: 0 Abstained: 1 

 
C.113/20 TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE PROGRESS OF THE MOBILE ANTENNA MAST 
SITE LEASE RENEGOTIATIONS  
The mobile antenna site, within the Football Club grounds, was leased jointly to Vodafone and Arquiva. 
Originally subject to ongoing renegotiation, commencing early 2016, due to the lease expiry, the 
introduction of the Government’s Electronic Communications Code in 2018 meant the negotiations had 
re-started. The ECC was designed to give greater powers to the mobile communications companies to 
support the delivery of infrastructure to improve the mobile network and implementation of 4 & 5G 
connectivity. In reality, this meant that the lease terms, specifically rental yields, were no longer 
favourable to private landlords and negotiations had become protracted; indeed, STC’s forecast 
combined income for the site had been halved from 2018/19 onwards from £6,000 per annum to a likely 
£3,000 per annum.  Following advice from the Council’s solicitors, a firm of surveyors with experience 
in the matter of mobile mast site lease arrangments, had been engaged to negotiate the best possible 
terms. Draft Heads of Terms for the lease between STC & Arquiva had been forwarded with 
recommendations with Vodafone yet to enter into any meaningful discussions. The Clerk requested 
two Cllrs be nominated to consider the draft HOTS and noted that Cllrs Alden & Glew, being 
experienced in these matters, had previously volunteered to conduct a review by email. Following 
agreement of HOTs the Council’s solicitors would be instructed to expedite matters with the final lease 
returning for Council approval & signature in due course. 
Cllr M Beal proposed, seconded by Cllr C Purnell, that Cllrs C Alden & T Glew be appointed to review 
the draft HOTs as requested by the Clerk/RFO.       RESOLVED 

For: 11 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
C.114/20 CONSIDER ANY URGENT MATTERS FOR INFORMATION 
Cllr M Beal read out a personal statement giving his views on the effectiveness of the business plan 
consultation and noting that the Council would achieve progress through Councillors understanding 
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of: the collective responsibility of the Council as a corporate body; the responsibilities and limits of 
their role as public office holders; the role of officers; and the necessary preparation and transparency 
in the decision-making process.  
 
Cllr D Johnson also made a statement regarding the business plan consultation noting the lessons 
she felt needed to be learned including the scope of information to provide and the impact of timing, 
noting that despite the majority of residents receiving their plan, the majority chose not to respond.  
 
C.115/20 TO ANSWER MEMBER QUESTIONS 
 
There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15pm. ________________ 

Chairman 


