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PRESENT: Cllr M Beal (Chairman of the Council), Cllr C Alden, Cllr G Baum, Cllr A Brown, Cllr C 

Dean, Cllr J Fletcher, Cllr D Johnson, Cllr N Jones, Cllr I Martin, Cllr M Mockford, Cllr S 
Newman, Cllr C Purnell and Cllr B Rainer, the Clerk & Deputy Clerk 

 
Cllr M Beal welcomed the Cllrs and the public and opened the Full Council meeting at 8.43pm. 

 

C.114/19 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies had been received from Cllr T Wiener. District Cllr R Barrow also sent his apologies. 
 
C.115/19 TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS AND 
NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS AND CONSIDER ANY DISPENSATION 
REQUESTS  
None had been received by the Clerk prior to the meeting and none were declared. 
 
C.116/19 TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 30TH JANUARY 
2019 
The minutes of the meeting held on 30th January 2019 had been previously circulated and were presented 
for approval.  
Cllr M Mockford proposed, seconded by Cllr J Fletcher, that the minutes be confirmed and signed as a 
true record.           RESOLVED 

For: 13 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

   
C.117/19 CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Chairman took the opportunity to remind all Members of the need for civility and mutual respect during 
debate. 
 
C.118/19 COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED FOR INFORMATION 
30/01/2019 CDC Media Release: Courts begin sitting at Chichester District Council offices 
31/01/2019 CDC Chichester District Council – Adoption of the Site Allocation Development Plan  

Document 2014-2029 
01/02/2019 NALC Chief Execs Bulletin 
04/02/2019 WSCC    Selsey Pedestrian Crossing Removal Consultation 
 

 
C.119/19 TO RECEIVE MINUTES OF THE UNDERMENTIONED COMMITTEE AND CONSIDER 
RECOMMENDATIONS THEREIN 
Planning of 5th December 2018 and 16th January 2019 
Cllr C Alden presented these minutes for adoption. 
Cllr C Alden proposed, seconded by Cllr S Newman, that the minutes be adopted.   RESOLVED 

For: 13 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
Assets & Amenities of 3rd October 2018 
Cllr S Newman presented these minutes for adoption.  
Cllr S Newman proposed, seconded by Cllr C Alden, that the minutes be adopted.  RESOLVED 

For: 13 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
C.120/19 TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM/ABOUT WSCC, CDC & STC 
Future High Streets Fund 
The Future High Streets Fund had been launched by the Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local 
Government providing co-funding towards capital projects that bring transformative change and with 
the aim of the regeneration of town centres through innovative proposals around transport, housing 
delivery and our public services. Bids for funding must be led by District or Borough Councils with 
Expressions of Interest due by 22nd March 2019. The Fund had been discussed at the Vision Steering 
Group with Chichester District Council noting that the opportunity was very competitive. The focus of 
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the initiative was on struggling towns with large populations and high ‘void’ rates (empty shop units). 
The national average for ‘voids’ was 11-12%, comparatively Selsey’s current ‘void’ rate was 5%, well 
below the national average. CDC were asking all parishes to submit projects for their consideration to 
determine whether there was anything that would be deemed sufficiently significant and/or 
transformational in order for CDC to support its progression to the Fund. The Clerk had met with Jane 
Cunningham, CDC Project Officer and Cllrs G Baum and M Beal of the Vision Head Group to consider 
any potential Selsey projects for the Fund. It had been concluded that although a good many 
opportunities were currently being identified through the Vision none had been sufficiently examined to 
warrant them being put forward at this stage. This was agreed by Council although it was noted that 
the Fund would comprise of two rounds of funding so further opportunities may arise at a later date. 
 
C.120/19 TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM/ABOUT LOCAL, SOCIAL AND 
SPORTING ORGANISATIONS 
Selsey Community Nursery  
Cllr N Jones gave an update on the community nursery, reporting that it was a very competent 
organisation, well-structured with adequate financing and 66 children currently on roll. The Nursery 
committee had extended an invitation to all to join them for their Annual General Meeting at .30pm on 
Tuesday 5th March 2019, at which cream teas and prosecco would be served.  
 
C.121/19 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RATIFICATION  
The schedule of income and expenditure payments from 1st to 30th November, totalling £36,322.49  in 
expenditure and annotated as Appendix 1 to the minutes, had been circulated to Members by the 
Deputy Clerk.  
Cllr A Brown proposed, seconded by Cllr J Fletcher, that the accounts as presented be accepted. 

RESOLVED 

For: 12 Against: 1 Abstained: 0 

Cllr C Dean wished his objection to be noted. 
 
C.122/19 TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FROM THE EVENTS WORKING GROUP FOR STAFF 
HOURS TO BE ALLOCATED TO FACILITATE EVENT PLANNING 
During the Events Working Group meeting of 9th January 2019, the members had agreed to request 
that some staff hours should be allocated to event planning in order that progression could be made 
on 2019/20 events, particularly Selsey Festival. The Clerk had suggested that 7.5 hours would be 
sufficient to allow detailed proposals to be put forward to Full Council for approval. Once approved, a 
maximum of 10 hours per week would be sufficient to progress the events and organisation associated 
with Selsey Festival until such time as the part time Events Co-Ordinator was in post.  
Cllr A Brown proposed, seconded by Cllr N Jones, that an additional 7.5 staffing hours be authorised 
towards the production of detailed proposals regarding Selsey Festival to be put forward for Council’s 
consideration.           RESOLVED 

For: 12 Against: 0 Abstained: 1 

Cllr C Dean abstained.  
 
C.123/19 TO RECEIVE A BRIEFING FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
WORKING GROUP ON THE CURRENT STATUS OF SELSEY’S DRAFT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
Cllr C Alden gave an update to Council in his capacity as Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Working 
Group. Having previously submitted STC’s draft Neighbourhood Plan for examination in 2018, STC 
had now been advised by CDC that the progress of a number of neighbourhood plans has been 
impeded over recent months as a result of changes in the law following various European Court 
decisions and the subsequent interpretation of new case law. This had proved challenging for the 
District Council and its officers as there has been an absence of Government guidance to provide 
advice to allow matters to be resolved in an expedient way. In the light of the current prevailing 
national circumstances, CDC were not anticipating that the Government would regard the publication 
of further advice as a priority.  On this basis CDC were therefore now setting out the steps it 
considered necessary to progress the various neighbourhood plans. These steps will seek to take 
account of the changing legislative environment and provide the most robust position for 
neighbourhood plans as they moves forward. CDC had advised that there were changes in relation to 
both the required Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA) and Appropriate Assessment Statement 
and also, as a consequence of the need to undertake such an assessment, the need for Strategic 
Environmental Assessment. The steps now take in relation to these requirements would include 
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drafting the necessary assessments and reports and consulting on the same before returning to the 
Examiner.  
CDC had noted that it would usually be expected that the parish council would commission the 
information required for CDC to undertake an Appropriate Assessment and if it had been determined 
that a SEA was required the parish council would also normally be required to undertake the SEA 
Scoping Report and the Environmental Report.  However, given the changed legislative requirements 
that have occurred as a result of recent case law (i.e. the Sweetman and Holohan judgements) CDC 
was offering additional support to the parish council by dealing with these issues, where they relate to 
protected habitats and species, utilising in-house expertise.   
Cllr Alden concluded by advising that CDC was therefore already engaged in working on the HRA 
and Appropriate Assessment Statement and would then move on to the SEA. He noted that although 
CDC had pledged to keep STC informed and run public consultations concurrently where possible to 
reduce timescales, it was unlikely that the draft Selsey Neighbourhood Plan would move to 
referendum before Summer 2019. CDC had advised that Selsey, Westbourne and Boxgrove parishes 
were all in the same position and that Selsey’s plan, due to its progression status, would be broadly 
prioritised. The Clerk advised that the Working Group would be recalled as necessary according to 
the original membership. Cllr Alden’s comprehensive update was noted, and he was thanked by all 
present for his determination and dedication to date.  
 
C.124/19 TO REVIEW THE TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION 
ADVISORY GROUP 
The current Terms of Reference had been circulated to all Members by the Clerk. The Clerk advised 
that Council’s decisions were effective immediately and it may be preferable to propose new Terms of 
Reference under the FCM of 20th March 2019. This would not affect the current structure of Council but 
would ensure that clear Terms of Reference were in place prior to the May elections. This approach 
was approved as a sensible way forward and it was agreed that all suggestions for amendments should 
be forwarded to the Clerk. 
Cllr A Brown proposed, seconded by Cllr C Alden, that the Finance & Administration Advisory Group’s 
Terms of Reference be reviewed & considered by Full Council on 20th March 2019. RESOLVED 

For: 13 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
C.125/19 TO REVIEW THE TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
At Full Council of 30th January 2019 and in line with the recommendations made by the consultants in 
connection with the 2018 staffing review, it had been agreed to appoint a Personnel Committee. This 
Committee would have a clear remit, defined by its Terms of Reference, meeting as required but at 
least once a year. Members had already reviewed the proposed Terms of Reference though the 
Staffing Review Task & Finish Group and clarity had been requested in the matter of staff appeals 
regarding changes to pay or terms and conditions. The Terms of Reference had been revised to 
address this and had been circulated to all Members by the Clerk. 
Cllr N Jones proposed, seconded by Cllr A Brown, that the Personnel Committee Terms of Reference 
be approved.            RESOLVED 

For: 12 Against: 0 Abstained: 1 

 
C.126/19 TO APPOINT MEMBERS TO THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
The Terms of Reference defined membership of the Personnel Committee as a maximum of five 
Members, to include the Chair & Vice Chair of Council. The Chairman requested volunteers for the 
remainder. It was noted, as the Complaints Committee would act as the panel in the event of an 
escalated appeal, that its Members could not serve on the Personnel Committee. As Cllr C Dean 
wished to volunteer for the new Committee he therefore proffered his resignation from the Complaints 
Committee, which the Chairman of Complaints, Cllr N Jones accepted with immediate effect. 
Cllr M Beal proposed from the Chair, that in line with the Personnel Committee Terms of Reference 
and Members volunteering, the appointed Committee comprise Cllrs M Beal, A Brown, C Dean, D 
Johnson & I Martin.          RESOLVED 

For: 12 Against: 0 Abstained: 1 

Cllr B Rainer abstained.  
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C.127/19 TO AUTHORISE THE EXPENDITURE OF THE COMMUNITY FUND ACCESIBLE PLAY 
EQUIPMENT RESERVE TO PROGRESS THE INSTALLATION OF ACCESSIBLE PLAY 
EQUIPMENT AT EAST BEACH AMENITY AREA 
Through the creation of the Community Fund in 2015, STC had ringfenced £15,000 for the provision of 
accessible play equipment following a successful application from a member of the public. Various 
locations had been considered, including Manor Green Park, before it had been concluded that the 
East Beach play area was the most suitable, offering public WCs, parking and additional play areas 
such as the current play park which included an accessible nest swing and café facilities. Three play 
equipment providers had been approached and were requested to submit schemes for inclusive 
equipment which would allow independent ‘on-off’ wheelchair access. The chosen design had been 
provided by Eibe and celebrated the unique location by incorporating references to the old Lifeboat 
station and currently RNLI base into the scheme. The total cost of the equipment was £29,999.98 plus 
VAT which included a 15% discount and installation. The Clerk had applied for and secured an 
additional £15,000 in funding through the Chichester District Council’s New Homes Bonus Scheme 
which demonstrated that the cost of the equipment had been secured. STC ran the East Beach amenity 
area under an agency agreement with CDC and permission had been sought from the Estates Dept. 
for the installation of the new equipment. The CDC Planning Dept. had confirmed that planning 
permission was not required. An extension to the existing pathway network would be required to enable 
wheelchair users to access the equipment and quotes were being arranged. The Clerk confirmed 
opportunities for funding bids would be examined but noted that the windfall CIL funding STC had 
received in 2017/18 and 2018/19, totalling £6,669.63 to 30th September 2018, could be used to support 
this as improvements to the East Beach amenity area were listed as a parish objective in the CDC 
Infrastructure Business Plan. In order to link the existing accessible nest swing with the new equipment 
the Clerk advised that removal of the fencing at the eastern boundary of the existing play area had 
been considered. Cllr A Brown expressed concern at this, noting the benefit of the fenced area in 
keeping dogs out of the play area. The Clerk acknowledged this and agreed that all possible options 
would be considered & put before Council with any further request for pathway funding.  
Cllr B Rainer proposed, seconded by Cllr M Mockford, that the draw down of the £15,000 reserve 
ringfenced for accessible play equipment from the Community Fund be authorised and that subject to 
the necessary permissions from CDC, the Eibe equipment be purchased.    RESOLVED 

For: 13 Against: 0 Abstained: 0 

 
C/128/19 TO CONSIDER ANY URGENT MATTERS FOR ATTENTION. 
Cllr J Fletcher noted that the requested monthly update from the Community Warden was not being 
regularly received; the Clerk would chase this up. Cllr Fletcher also raised again the possibility of a visit 
to the recycling facility at Westhampnett. The Clerk confirmed that this had not be pursued in the past 
due to the difficulties of getting the minimum number (required by the facility to arrange a visit) of 
Councillors available at the appropriate time. It was generally agreed that the majority of Members 
would like the chance to visit and therefore the office would revisit this.  
 
Cllr I Martin asked whether it would be possible for Councillors to visit the new facilities at Bunn Leisure 
and the Clerk confirmed that a request would be made.  
 
C.129/19 ANSWER MEMBER QUESTIONS 
There were none. 
 
There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.04pm. ________________ 

Chairman 


