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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Our key aspirations for the future: 

 

 We want to preserve the unique character of Selsey, the physical and visual charm 

that arouses such strong passion but without stultifying progress. 

 

 We want to achieve the mix of ages and skills required for a viable community and so 

need to provide suitable employment, leisure opportunities and housing to meet the 

needs of the community. 

 

 Our location and reliance on tourism makes us very aware of the challenges we face 

with regard to global warming, maintaining our sea defences and environmental 

sustainability. 

 

 

 

To try and achieve these aspirations we have tackled the issues under four theme headings: 

 

 A Better Place to Live; 

Our aim -   

Improving elements like our environment, getting around and involving people and 

strengthening our community. 

 

 Opportunities for All; 

Our aim -  

Looking for improvements to economic growth, education, skills and tourism. 

 

 Better Health for All; 

Our aim -  

Looking for improvements in areas such as general health and coping with issues 

regarding the ageing population. 

 

 Staying and Feeling Safe; 

Our aim -  

Dealing with crime and fear of crime, issues of respect and looking for improvements 

in road safety.  
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INTRODUCTION 

In June 2009 Selsey Town Council sought expressions of interest from the community in putting together a Community Plan for 
Selsey.  A group of people formed in July 2009, established a steering group, agreed Terms of Reference and drew up a work 
plan and budget.      

The Selsey Community Plan Steering Group is a group of local people representing a cross section of the community including 
residents, some of whom are also town and district councillors, businesses and local clubs and societies of all ages.  The aim of 
the group was, through community workshops and consultation, to plan, oversee and ensure the smooth research, 
compilation and implementation of a Selsey Community Plan. 

To achieve this we:  

 Obtained the views, opinions and aspirations of the community of Selsey. 

 Gave people the opportunity to say what they thought about the social, economic and environmental issues that affect 
our community. 

 Identified which features and local characteristics people valued. 

 Found out how people would like to see our community improved, and with what proposed remedies and actions over the 
next 5, 10 or 15 years. 

 Set out an action plan to achieve this vision. 

 
We started by gathering evidence about Selsey and looked back at all the previous consultations that Selsey has been involved 
in over previous years. (See App 1)  We paid particular attention to those consultations that have taken place since 2006 and 
looked at these in more detail extrapolating the issues raised in those consultation documents looking to see if these had since 
been addressed.  If, through further research, we found that identified issues have not since been addressed, we carried these 
forward onto our own ‘Gap’ analysis.  (See App 2) 

We looked at the West Sussex Community Strategy and the Chichester Sustainable Strategy and from these documents chose 
our ‘themed’ headings that were reflected in those documents.  

In March 2010 we held our first public community event where 30 of our community groups were represented.  We presented 
our aims and our proposal to conduct a community survey during the summer of 2010.  The groups all took away some survey 
forms (See App 3) for their members to complete at their own subsequent meetings.  Most of the groups returned the 
completed survey forms shortly afterwards giving us a good start to community responses.   

The survey period carried on throughout the summer with some of the Steering Group members present at the Lifeboat 
Launch Day event in July, the Selsey Carnival Village Fete in August as well as at the Library, and on the street.  Surveys were 
completed by students at Manhood Community College, parents at Medmerry and Seal Schools as well as the Family and 
Children’s Centre and by members of the Selsey Business Partnership.   

The survey period ended on 17 November 2010 with 463 forms completed and the results analysed.  ‘Gaps’ identified from this 
analysis were added to previous ‘Gaps’ found from the previous consultations and listed within the Gap Analysis (see App 2).  

We had another public community consultation event in February 2011 and it was here that the public were able to see all the 
‘Gaps’ identified from both previous consultations and the community survey.  The purpose of this event was for the 
community to choose what they would like to see as their priority issues under each themed heading taken forward in an 
Action Plan. The community chosen priorities are listed under their relevant headings (see pages 8 - 11). 

The Action Planning process is something to be taken forward by other groups whether community groups, local businesses, 
campaign groups or a combination of all. 

Although the main aim of the Selsey Community Plan Steering Group is now achieved, they will remain to monitor and review 
the progress being made by the new action groups.  

 

What does the Selsey Community Vision tell us?   

This Selsey Community Vision document sets out a ‘Vision’ for the future of our town over the next 5  years.  It gives an outline 
showing how the ‘Vision’ can be achieved through a series of recommendations that can be taken forward by the community 
and other organisations.  It goes on to show a series of priority action points chosen by the community detailing how this 
Vision can be achieved.    

We believe the purpose of community planning is a way of working that brings together key organisations and businesses with 
the communities they serve and to deliver a shared Vision for improving the quality of life in Selsey.  This ensures that 
everyone is working together and will enable partners to support this Vision by linking to it and addressing relevant action 
points they feel they have an affinity with.     
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INTRODUCTION (continued) 
 

Our Vision is for a confident, ambitious and caring Selsey that is a great place to live, work and visit. 

We plan to deliver our shared Vision creating a Brighter Future for Selsey by linking the following to the aims shown on page 3 
under the relevant themed headings; 

 Building a stronger more flexible and diverse economy. 

 Improving health and wellbeing in Selsey. 

 Creating opportunities for all through employment, training and social engagement in Selsey. 

 Sustaining, protecting and improving our environment. 

 Making the community of Selsey feel safer. 
 

With careful planning and engagement we hope that Selsey’s public and voluntary sector organisations agree to the 
commitment of working together innovatively in ways that promote; 

An Inclusive Selsey – to ensure that everyone in Selsey enjoys the full benefits of society.  This means tackling barriers of 
poverty and discrimination, improving the quality of life for all and ensuring that everyone, whatever their personal 
circumstances, has access to the opportunities and services they need. 

A Sustainable Selsey – to ensure that we sustain a high quality of life for everyone in Selsey through wise use of resources and 
with regard to the needs of Selsey’s future generation.  This means that we must take account of the long-term social, 
economic and environmental impact of all of our actions on the wellbeing of Selsey. 

Best Value and Excellence for Selsey – to provide excellent and cost effective services, which are improving year on year in 
helping to better meet the needs of individuals and the community of Selsey.  

It has been very interesting putting this document together, challenging and frustrating at times but has given us all the 
opportunity to see the real potential that Selsey has for its future.   

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our community of Selsey, including residents, businesses and visitors and all those 
who have supported us during this process.  I would also like to thank West Sussex County Council, Chichester District Council 
and Selsey Town Council who have given us funding or ‘in-kind’ support for this project.   

Finally, without the hard work, commitment and passion, this Plan would not be in place without the numerous volunteer 
hours put in by my dedicated Steering Group; 

 
  

Thanks to you all.  

Bev Tinson  

Chair  

Fred Allen Julian Aubanel Richard Bramall Linda Frampton 

Gail Isted Richard Isted Charlie Lindsey Carol Purnell 

John Smith Sheila Smith    
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BRIEF HISTORY OF SELSEY 

Selsey is a seaside town about eight miles south of the A27, in the Chichester District of West Sussex. Selsey lies at the 
southernmost point of the Manhood Peninsula, almost cut off from mainland Sussex by the sea. It is bounded to the west by 
Bracklesham Bay, to the north by Broad Rife (rife being the local word for stream or creek), to the east by Pagham Harbour 
and terminates in the south at Selsey Bill. There are significant rock formations beneath the sea off both of its coasts, named 
the Owers rocks and Mixon rocks. Coastal erosion has been an ever present problem for Selsey. 

There is only one road (the B2145) in and out of the town which briefly becomes a bridge at a point known as "the ferry", 
crossing the water inlet at Pagham Harbour. At one time Selsey was inaccessible at flood tide, and a boat was stationed at 
the ferry to take horses and passengers to and from Sidlesham. 

The earliest evidence of human habitation, in the Selsey area, goes back to the Stone Age. Various stone implements have 
been found which date to the Palaeolithic period. People have been living in the area ever since. 

It is believed that a city was built at Selsey during the Iron Age. So far there is no archaeological evidence to confirm this, 
although some have speculated that the old city was located at the Mixon rocks, now south of Selsey Bill. 

There have been various finds of silver and gold coins in the Selsey area.  Gold coins from the Atrebates rulers  were found 
on the beach in 1877, it is thought that these coins would have been minted locally. The ancient British coins would have 
been superseded by Roman coins and there have been finds of them too. In addition, some Anglo-Saxon gold fragments 
were found on the beach between Selsey and Bognor, these were dated as late 6th/ 8th century and what made them 
particularly interesting is that they had a runic inscription on them, the fragments were handed over to the British Museum.  

Selsey was the capital of the South Saxons kingdom. Wilfrid arrived circa 680 and converted the kingdom to Christianity.  
Selsey Abbey stood at Selsey (probably where Church Norton is today), and was the cathedral for the Sussex Diocese until 
this was moved to Chichester in 1075 by order of William the Conqueror.  

In the Doomsday book Selesie is mentioned under the hundred of Summerly. 

The manor of Selsey remained in the Bishop of Chichester’s hands until 1561, when it was taken over by the crown.  

Over the centuries Selsey has derived an income from the sea, one of the darker enterprises was smuggling. In the 
eighteenth century Selsey Bill was very much more isolated than it is today, and the sand spit extended farther out to sea. 
There was only the causeway connected to the mainland and that was covered at high tide, The approach of the local riding 
officer would have been conspicuous in the extreme. The Rectors of Selsey reputedly claimed a tithe on all kegs landed 
there, and stories also tell of a passageway leading from the Old Rectory (at Church Norton) to the remains of a Mound, 
thought to have been built by the Normans. The course of the tunnel was marked by a depression on the surface of the 
ground as late as 1911. 

In the 1720s one Selsey man ran a regular ferry service to France, travelling back and forth every five weeks, and other 
prominent Selsey figures made considerable fortunes just from part-time work in the free-trade. Landings weren't confined 
to Selsey itself: in a single run in 1743 2,000 lbs. of tea were brought inland at West Wittering some six miles away. 

In 1749 fourteen smugglers, members of the notorious Hawkhurst Gang, were accused of the murder of a Custom-house 
Officer, and a Shoemaker. Seven were tried and condemned to death at Chichester assizes, one died in gaol before sentence 
could be carried out and the other six were hung at the Broyle north of Chichester. Subsequently, two of the smugglers, John 
Cobby and John Hammond had their bodies hung in gibbets at Selsey Bill so that they could be seen at great distance from 
east and west. 

Selsey was connected to Chichester from 1897 to 1935 by a rail link, known at some time as The Selsey Tramway. The light 
railway rolling stock was all second hand and not very reliable and the journey times lengthy. Various nick names such as the 
Selsey Snail were attributed to the tram and comic postcards were issued reflecting its poor service.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manhood_Peninsula
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sussex
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Selsey_Bill
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palaeolithic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iron_Age
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Runic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Saxons
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilfrid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Selsey_Abbey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cathedra
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop_of_Chichester
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_the_Conqueror
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hundred_(country_subdivision)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smuggling
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riding_officer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riding_officer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motte_and_bailey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawkhurst_Gang
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assizes_(England_and_Wales)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gibbets


7 

FUTURE PROJECTS IN SELSEY 

The Selsey Community Plan Steering Group would like to acknowledge the following inspiring and enthusiastic projects 
currently being put together in Selsey.  These are projects being worked on by individuals, statutory authorities and/or groups 
of enthusiastic people within our own community.  The successful formation of any of these aspiring projects could become a 
‘vehicle’ for carrying forward some of the action points identified by the community.  

Sports Dream 

In partnership with the Selsey Cricket Club, Selsey Football Club and Selsey Town Council, a group of people are working 
together to secure funding to erect a new sports pavilion and community building.   

This will provide a facility for sporting and community activities for the people of Selsey which will encourage and facilitate 
the involvement of as many people as possible in sporting, social and community activities.   

The new building will give the clubs adequate space for the development of teams for girls, women, young people, older 
people, BME and people with disabilities.  The facility will be used for sporting, community and charitable purposes as well as 
seeking sufficient income to maintain the building.  

The ‘new build’ will be a sustainable project run either by a Trust, Charity or Community Enterprise with communal rooms 
allowing use for functions, business conferences, youth and older group activities as well as existing football and cricket club 
activities. 

The project intends to have a carbon neutral building which should allow for prudent running costs in the future.  The target  
funding figure for this project has yet to be decided. 

Selsey Coastal Trust 

A Pre Trust Group (PTG) was formed in February 2010 after funding was received by Chichester District Council (CDC) from 
DEFRA as part of the Coastal Change Pathfinder Fund.  Local Authorities were eligible to bid for a share of £11 million to 
explore approaches to assist communities to adapt to coastal change.  With the aspirations and guidance from two local 
Selsey residents, a bid was submitted by CDC in September 2009 and in December 2009 it was announced that the bid was 
successful and awarded £450,000. 

This funding is being shared by the Manhood Peninsular Partnership who will look at setting up a Coastal Literacy Programme, 
the setting up of a Community Chest Grant Fund and a Destination Study.  The remainder of the funding is for the PTG to 
explore the development of a Coastal Trust and oversee some Capital projects.     

The aim of the PTG is, with the support from a Trust Development Officer and expert advice from CoastNet, is to look at the 
feasibility (financial viability) of setting up the Selsey Coastal Trust (SCT) and to oversee the Capital project of reinstatement of 
the Divers and Fishermen’s boat ramps at East Beach.     

The aim of the Selsey Coastal Trust will be to look at ways to revitalise Selsey and find ways of shifting the reliance of funding 
from Local Authorities towards the SCT.  The ‘Vision’ is a series of connected regeneration schemes along the Selsey coastline 
that delivers revenue and the potential to raise capital.  Also to take on the long term ownership, management and 
fundraising via a Trust, Charity or Community Enterprise that applies surplus profits to Selsey’s coastal management through 
a delivery partnership with the Coastal Operating Authorities.       

The linked coastal projects along the town’s seafront have the aspiration of a maritime/environmental aspect, all connected 
by a promenade which then extends as a footpath/cycle path around Selsey’s hinterland and alongside the harbours which 
(when the Environment Agency have completed the Managed Medmerry Realignment Scheme) will flank Selsey. 

Medmerry Realignment Scheme 

As part of the Draft Pagham to East Head Coastal Defence Strategy which went out to public consultation in 2008, the 
Medmerry area of Selsey was recommended as a Managed Realignment Scheme.  The plan has been adopted by the relevant 
Local Authorities i.e. Arun District Council, Chichester District Council and the Environment Agency who are the operating 
authority for the Medmerry frontage. At the time of writing, final adoption is awaited from DEFRA and the Treasury.  

As a result of public consultation and exhibitions some ideas have been drawn together by The Medmerry Stakeholder 
Advisory Group, Habitat Creation Group, the Medmerry project team and members of the public.  A Medmerry Aspirational 
Map has been put together showing some very positive enhancements such as cycle paths/footpaths and bridleways to make 
the Medmerry Managed Realignment project more than just a flood defence scheme along that part of the coast. 

The Environment Agency has acknowledged that they cannot fund all these aspirational ideas but are willing to work with the 
community to try and secure funding. 

With the formation of the PTG mentioned above and, the new Selsey Coastal Trust, the link into the Medmerry Managed 
Realignment Scheme will work towards enhancing the environmental improvements along the Selsey coastline which will go 
towards boosting Green Tourism in the district of Chichester.     

A Planning Application for The Medmerry Realignment Scheme was presented to Chichester District Area Development 
Control (South) on 24th November 2010 and was permitted. 
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A BETTER PLACE TO LIVE 

Issues identified: (gaps) 
More green renewable energy projects; More community owned projects; Recycling facilities i.e. low energy light bulbs; 
Improvements to sea wall / footpaths / cycle paths / signposting; Destination eating places / restaurants; Tourist 
accommodation / published Information lists; Improved road access / traffic information; Allotments / garden centre; 
Nursery; Petrol station; Develop / maintain contacts i.e. Medmerry Realignment, Chichester Harbour; General tidy up - litter 
and reduce dog fouling; Traffic calming measures; Cycle paths / safe routes; Parking enforcement; Sea defence 
improvements to include disabled access to sea wall, promenade all round; Improve transport links - rail / tram to 
Chichester, more cost effective bus service; Improve visitor attractions and benefits; Improve local government - more 
involvement from community; Limit housing development - no development without infrastructure improvements, better 
building control; More green spaces ; Improve signage; Fibre optic / faster broadband; More local employment 
opportunities;  

 

Our Aim 
Improving elements like our environment, getting around and involving people and strengthening our community 

 

Top Four Community Chosen Priorities 

1. Sea defence improvements to include accessibility for all to sea wall, promenade all 

round, cycle path and signposting 

2. Limit Housing Development - no development without infrastructure improvements, 

better building control 

3. Improve visitor attractions and benefits - make more use of sea front, fishing and  

heritage, consideration of boat haven 

4. Parking enforcement 

How You Can Help 

 Help form / join ‘A Better Place to Live’ action group which will be responsible for 

completing the actions shown above. 

 Join working parties as seen relevant by action group. 

 Help keep Selsey tidy. 

Next Step 

Groups need to be formed to investigate and formulate action plans to address the 

issues shown above. 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL 

Issues identified: (gaps) 
Integrated transport linking certain areas to High Street;  Investment to develop links with the sea; Day centre / OAP lunch 
club / social club; Disabled centre; Cinema / theatre; Art workshops; Adult fitness playground / keep fit centre; Dancing / tea 
dances; Swimming pool; Ice rink; Bowling alley; Youth club / drop In; Coffee bar; Sports clubs; Cultural / conference centre; 
Yacht harbour / chandlery; Marine biology and bird watching station; Kit rinsing for divers / showers / toilet facilities; 
Develop / maintain contacts i.e. Medmerry Realignment, Chichester Harbour; Improve High Street offering; Cycle paths / 
safe routes; Parking enforcement; Sea defence improvements to include disabled access to sea wall, promenade all round; 
Improve transport links - rail / tram to Chichester, more cost effective bus service; Improve visitor attractions and benefits; 
Improve signage; Fibre optic / faster broadband; More local employment opportunities;  

 

Our Aim 
Looking for improvements to economic growth, education, skills and tourism. 

 

Top Four Community Chosen Priorities 

1. Cinema / theatre 

2. Youth facilities  to include indoor and outdoor venues 

3. Fibre Optic / faster Broadband 

4. Improve transport links - rail / tram to Chichester, more cost effective bus service 

with better routing round Selsey 

How You Can Help 

 Help form / join ‘Opportunities For All’ action group which will be responsible for 

completing the actions shown above. 

 Join working parties as seen relevant by action group. 

 Shop locally and buy local food. 

Next Step 

Groups need to be formed to investigate and formulate action plans to address the 

issues shown above. 
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BETTER HEALTH FOR ALL 

Issues identified: (gaps) 
Adult fitness playground / keep fit centre; Dancing / tea dances; Swimming pool; Sports clubs; Better health provision - NHS 
dentist, more doctors, ambulance station; Cycle paths / safe routes; Sea defence improvements to include disabled access to 
sea wall, promenade all round; Improve visitor attractions and benefits; More green spaces; More local employment 
opportunities;  

 

 

Our Aim 
Looking to improve areas such as general health and improvements to cope with the ageing population. 

 

 

Top Four Community Chosen Priorities 

1. Better health provision - NHS dentist, more doctors, ambulance station 

2. More local employment opportunities 

3. More green spaces - to include protection of existing green spaces 

4. Sports clubs / facilities 

How You Can Help 

 Help form / join ‘Better Health for All’ action group which will be responsible for 

completing the actions shown above. 

 Join working parties as seen relevant by action group. 

 Eat healthily and exercise. 

Next Step 

Groups need to be formed to investigate and formulate action plans to address the 

issues shown above. 
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STAYING AND FEELING SAFE  

Issues identified: (gaps) 
B2145 and emergency access required for Selsey; Improved road access / traffic information; Improve policing - visibility and 
hours of cover; Traffic calming measures; Cycle paths / safe routes; Parking enforcement; Improve Fire Service - full time;  

 

 

 

Our Aim 
Dealing with crime and fear of crime, issues of respect and looking for improvements in road safety. 

 

 

How You Can Help 

 Help form / join ‘Staying and Feeling Safe’ action group which will be responsible 

for completing the actions shown above. 

 Join working parties as seen relevant by action group. 

 Help prevent crime by reporting suspicious activities to police. 

Next Step 

Groups need to be formed to investigate and formulate action plans to address the 

issues shown above. 

Top Four Community Chosen Priorities 

1. Cycle paths / safe routes - to Chichester and the rest of the Manhood 

2. Improved B2145 and road access, emergency access road, and traffic information 

3. Improve policing - visibility and hours of cover 

4. Improve Fire Service coverage 
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PROFILE - SELSEY PLACE SURVEY - 2008 

A postal questionnaire was sent out to a random sample of 3000 houses across the Chichester district in October/November 
2008.  The questions reflected National Indicators set by The Audit Commission and all Local Authorities across England asked 
residents the same questions.   

The Audit Commission compiled the final results and these were published to Local Authorities in August 2009.  Overall, 1371 
responses were received from Chichester district residents of which 141 (10.3%) were from Selsey households. 

294 were sent to Selsey households and the response of 141 equated to a 48% return.  This figure is above the overall response 
rate of 45.7% for Chichester district. 

Key Demographic information for Selsey. (Source: 2001 Census Data) 

There are 4400 households in Selsey with an average household size of 2.2 people. 

Selsey has a significantly higher percentage of residents age 55+. 

34.4% of Selsey residents have no qualifications.  This is higher than the average for Chichester District, West Sussex, the 
South East and England.   

About your local area 

83% of respondents from Selsey were satisfied with their local area. (defined as 15 – 20 minutes walking distance from 
your home) (below District average of 90.6% and County average of 84.9%). 

76.6% responses from Selsey felt strongly that they belonged to their immediate neighbourhood. (higher than district 
average of 67%). 

Factors most important in making somewhere a good place to live: 

 Health Services. 

 Level of Crime. 

 Shopping facilities. 

 Road & pavement repairs. 

 Level of traffic congestion. 

 Clean streets. 

 Parks and open spaces. 

Factors most in need of improvement in Selsey: 

 Activities for teenagers. 

 Level of traffic congestion. 

 Road & pavement repairs. 

 Affordable, decent housing. 

 Health Services. 

 Job prospects. 

Particular issues raised by Selsey respondents not already mentioned: 

 Enforcement of bylaws keeping dogs on leads on beaches. 

 Concern about too many new houses and fear of larger developments. 

 Traffic on the road to Chichester. 

 Bus routes to serve Paddock Lane, Pontins and Pye developments. 

 Lack of affordable dentists. 

 Vandalism at East Beach. . 

Your Local Public Services 

40.4% of respondents from Selsey felt that Chichester District Council provides value for money (slightly lower than district 
average of 40.8%). 

48.9% of respondents from Selsey were satisfied with the way Chichester District Council runs things. (significantly below 
the district average of 54.3%). 

(Source Document: CDC Place Survey – Selsey Wards - 2009) 
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PROFILE - SELSEY PLACE SURVEY - 2008 

Respondents were asked how satisfied they were with the following: 

 

Local Decision Making 

22% of respondents from Selsey agreed that they can influence decisions affecting their local area. (below district average of 
31.7%). 

Community Safety. 

Respondents were asked how much of a problem does your local area have with the following? 

29% of respondents from Selsey agree that the Police and other public services seek their views about issues in the local 
area (slightly higher than the district average of 27.9%). 

33.3% of respondents from Selsey agree that the Police and other public services are successfully dealing with the issues in 
their local area (significantly higher than the district average of 30.4%). 

Issues identified from this survey. 

17%  are not happy with their local area.  
23.4% do not feel they belong to their immediate neighbourhood.   
59.6% do not believe that Chichester District Council provide value for money.   
51.1% are not satisfied with the way Chichester District Council run things.   
22%  are not satisfied with doorstep recycling. 
32.6%  not satisfied with the way litter and rubbish is cleared from public areas. 
46.8% are not satisfied with sports and leisure facilities. 
26.2%  are not satisfied with refuse collections. 
24.1%  are not satisfied with parks and open spaces. 
52.5%  are not satisfied with Theatre/Concert hall. 
74.5%  are not satisfied with Museums/Galleries.  
78%  do not think they can influence decisions affecting their local area. 
27.7%  believe there is a problem with street litter. 
19.9%  believe there is a problem with drug related issues. 
26.2%  believe there is a problem with vandalism/graffiti. 
50.4%  believe there is a problem with teenagers hanging around the street. 
21.3%  believe there is a problem with drink/rowdy people in public areas. 
71%  do not agree that the Police/other public services seek their views about issues. 
66.7%  do not agree that the Police/other public services are successfully dealing with issues raised. 
 

 Selsey  District Average 

Doorstep recycling 78% 72% 

Clearance of litter & refuse in public places 67.4% 66.7% 

Sport/leisure facilities 53.2% 54.2% 

Refuse collection 73.8% 76% 

Parks & open spaces 75.9% 79.4% 

Theatres/concert halls 47.5% 68.4% 

Museums/galleries 25.5% 55.1% 

 Selsey  District Average 

Abandoned/burnt out cars 1.4% 3.4% 

Noisy neighbours/loud parties 7.1% 9.3% 

Drink/rowdy people in public 21.3% 19.7% 

Street litter 27.7% 23.7% 

Drug offences 19.9% 17% 

Vandalism/graffiti 26.2% 19% 

Teenagers hanging around the streets 50.4% 29.8% 

(continued) 
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PROFILE - SELSEY ECONOMY  

Chichester District covers over 300 square miles and has a residential population of 109,400.  There are over 5,500 businesses 
supported by a working population of 52,000, of which 86% employ less than 10 staff. 

The district has a reliance on lower paid employment such as public services and distribution, hotels and restaurants.  

A local issue for the Chichester district, as well as a national issue is the difference between male and female wages. 

 
Source: ONS annual survey of hours and earnings – workplace analysis 2008. 

Though the district covers a larger area, 80% is rural.  Most of the employment created has been in and around the City of 
Chichester.  This reliance on the City is having a detrimental impact on the rural economy especially when it comes to accessing 
services.  This is evident with the decline in our rural towns which are now failing to cater for their immediate communities.   

Past consultation with our districts’ businesses found that many of them stated they were unable to recruit local appropriate 
trained staff.  Although the district has a highly qualified workforce, there is a mis-match of skills to local jobs.  Local businesses 
are now working closer with our colleges and universities in the district.  

The Partnership of Urban South Hampshire (PUSH) consists of eleven local authorities.  PUSH has been selected by the 
Department for Communities and Local Government to be one of 29 ‘New Growth Points’ in England.  They aim to have built 
80,000 new homes, created 59,000 new jobs and created a further 2 million sqm of employment space by 2026.  This will have 
a great impact on our district with many businesses relocating to that area where business space is greater and access to road 
links easier.  The house prices in that area are likely to be lower and employment opportunities greater creating ideal 
opportunities for our young people as a preference for living and working in the Chichester district.  

Our district can be divided into three types of economy.  The north is dominated by agriculture and equine businesses, the 
south by horticulture and maritime and the City hosting the majority of the manufacturing and professional services.  

This split is also reflected by tourism which as a sector employs 9% of our residents and brings in £375m into the local economy 
(Source: Cambridge Assessment Model 2007) visitors to the north seek the pleasures of walking the downs including the South 
Downs Way, visitors to the south enjoy our beaches and visitors to the City seek its rich heritage and culture.  

In Selsey the main employers are Natures Way Foods employing 200+ Bunn Leisure employs 300 full-time and 300 part-time 
staff many of these are seasonal and Oceanair employs approximately 100 people.  Retailers such as Budgens, Co-Op and 
Somerfield employ approximately 80 people. 

Our hotel and catering industry in Selsey represents 16% of the workforce, retail 15%, Finance 14.5%, Health and Social Care 
12%, Agriculture and Horticulture 11%, Public Service 11% and Construction 8%. 

85% of Selsey businesses employ less that 5 people. 

The current unemployment rate for Chichester district is 2.6% and as many people who live and work in Selsey are seasonal 
workers, the unemployment figure for Selsey could be as much as 12% of Selsey residents based on previous figures.     

Issues: 

High house prices with low salaries. 

Shortage of high growth high paying employment. 

Pay equality for female workers. 

Employment skills mismatch. 

Lack of suitable employment for graduates. 

Shortage of employment land. 

The impact of PUSH. 

Trade is seasonal. 

Less than 1% of Selsey businesses employ more than 50 people. 

Many retail outlets reliant on holiday season. 

Less working age population. 

Gross Weekly Pay Chichester (£) South East (£) GB (£) 

Full-time workers 421.6 499.8 479.1 

Male full-time workers 459.7 555.8 523.5 

Female full-time workers 383.3 421.6 412.4 

(Source: CDC Economic Development Strategy 2009-2019. ) 
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PROFILE - HIGH STREET VISION  

The Selsey High Street Improvement Study was commissioned in 2005.  The main aim of the consultation was to gain access 
to local views and insights held by Selsey residents and businesses to identify ways of improving the character and 
appearance of Selsey. 

4 public consultation events took place attracting 104 residents of which 19 represented local businesses.  From a range of 
responders including specialists & stakeholders, questionnaires were also produced to compile a range of views from 
residents (450) and local businesses (372). 

The theme for the consultation events and questionnaires were;  

What do you like?  

What don’t you like?  

What is missing? 

Residents 

The resident’s questionnaire responses are shown to the following questions; 

 
Businesses 

Questionnaires were sent to businesses (372) asking questions on their views of the general appearance of the High Street, 
suggestions on improvements and suggested measures that could be used to promote their business. 

90% of replies came from privately owned businesses with 73% completed by proprietors or management personnel.  

50% were from non-retail businesses. 
23% were from non-food retailers. 

 

Would you describe Selsey as:- Would you describe retailing in Selsey as:- 

Neglected 24% Excellent 6% 

Historic 12% Good 30% 

Bland 25% Adequate 45% 

Quaint 23% Poor 19% 

Attractive 16%     

When do you shop in Selsey:- As a pedestrian how would you describe Selsey:- 

Weekly for regular purchases 22% Inaccessible 1% 

Weekly for incidentals 51% Difficult 12% 

Very occasionally 22% Accessible 67% 

Never 5% Very accessible 20% 

What would you consider would enhance the 
quality and appearance of Selsey High Street:- 

Besides retail, what other measures do you feel 
would enhance the quality and appearance of 
Selsey High Street:- 

Tourist attraction – heritage/cultural site 31% Develop St Wilfred’s Walk  8% 

Develop more café/restaurants 20% Restrict traffic  25% 

Develop speciality food shops  19% Improve amenities for pedestrians  20% 

Develop speciality non-food shops  30% Provide a landmark/focal point 20% 

    Provide an open space 27% 

Age range of respondents:- 

Over 60yrs  13% 50 – 60 10% 

40 – 50  15% 30 – 40  16% 

20 – 30  5% Under 20 41% 

(Source document – Selsey High Street Improvement Study – April 2005.) 
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PROFILE - HIGH STREET VISION (continued) 

7% were from pubs/cafes/restaurants. 

No replies came from High Street food retailers. 

High Street appearance  

43% said they regularly maintained and improved their premises. 
56% considered appearance of the High Street to be very important. 
70% of those responding said that neglect along the High Street was a major concern. 
10% thought the High Street was attractive. 
26% said the High Street was bland. 
No retailer agreed that Selsey might be described as historic. 

The Shops 

50 retailers considered their premises: 
50% of the retailers surveyed consider their premises to be in good order. 
20% consider their premises to be in excellent condition and require no work. 
43% have overhauled their shop fronts within the last 2 years. 

General improvement suggestions for the High Street. 

73% said increased parking measures and improved traffic conditions were needed. 
13% said pedestrianisation of the High Street would bring more benefit to their business. 
50% said that introducing new attractions or retailers would most benefit their business. 
23% said it is the mix and quality of other retailers which is an issue affecting their business most.   
43% felt that retailing in Selsey is inadequate . 
16% stated it is good. 

Suggested measures to promote their own business 

60% of the retailers chose individual marketing and advertising. 
40% chose collective promotion for Selsey as a retail destination. 
10% also chose signage on their premises as the most effective measure to promote their business. 

The implication of this study is that Selsey should concentrate on being an exceptionally attractive place to live.  
Economically, it should focus on retaining as much of the retail-spend of local residents into the local economy as is possible. 

Although the emphasis of this study focused on the regeneration of the High Street, any future improvements made will not 
be considered in isolation to the remainder of the town.  Other issues were identified and will be taken into account for the 
Vision.  

The study was expanded to incorporate - Enhancing Heritage & Culture in Selsey; Supporting a Vibrant Retail Economy; 
Improving and Enhancing the Physical Environment. 

The results of this consultation exercise were used to create the Selsey High Street Vision & Action Plan 2007 – 2012.  This 
action plan is monitored by the Selsey High Street Steering Group which is made up of local businesses, Selsey Town Council, 
Chichester District Council and local residents. 

Issues raised by the Consultation events and all questionnaires. 

Public Realm Improvement 
Improved paving; Seating in the High Street; Better lighting; Landscaping; More attractive  and purposeful signage; Shop 
front improvements; Improvement of ‘Welcome to Selsey’ sign. 
Traffic 
Speeding traffic through High Street; Lack of traffic calming; Illegal parking in the High Street. 
Buildings 
Development of Selsey Hall; Improve 1 Latham Road; Improve St Wilfred’s Walk; Improve Indoor Market site. 
What is missing? 

► Policing/enforcement presence    ► Quality retail mix    ► Cycle racks   

► Link between High Street/Sea/local facilities  ► Road finishing’s    ► Landscaping   

► Facilities for people with disabilities   ► Sports Centre/Activities   ► Litter bins  

► Focal point/heart of the High Street    ► Attractive street furniture  
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 PROFILE - AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN SELSEY 

 

The South East Plan was a new type of Government planning document. It set out a vision for the future of the South East 
region to 2026, outlining how we need to respond to challenges facing the region such as housing, the economy, transport 
and protecting the environment. 

The South East Plan has informed Chichester district that they need to build 9,600 houses in the district between 2006 and 
2026.  Chichester District Council (CDC) has produced some geographical options for future developments and these will 
form part of the CDC Local Development Plan as a result of decisions on these options when they went out to public 
consultation in January and February 2010. 

Future development has been considered for Selsey within these options but has scored relatively low in points due to the 
lack of infrastructure, inadequate transport links, unsuitable road and potential flooding issues.   

A lack of affordable housing throughout the district means that it could take up to 16 years to clear the district housing 
waiting list which currently stands at 6,000. 

Selsey has the second highest housing needs in the district after Chichester.  There are 680 applicants on the housing register 
expressing a wish to live here in Selsey.  398 of these applicants have a local connection.  These figures are broken down as 
follows: 

Applicants on the Housing Register for Selsey 

 
 There are 419 units of affordable housing in Selsey and further units were lost through the Right-to-Buy legislation and these 
were primarily larger family homes.  This combined with a very low and declining turnover of affordable housing stock means 
that there are extremely limited opportunities for those on the waiting list to be rehoused in the Selsey area.  

Affordable Housing Stock in Selsey 

 
36% of the applicants on the waiting list for Selsey have been accessed as having high need for housing and are in Choice 
Base Letting bands A, B or C.  Large families with high housing needs (25) will have the longest wait for accommodation due 
to the small number of 4 bedroom properties available (12) and exceptionally low turnover.  

The lowest turnover of stock is for larger family housing often resulting in these families in the highest need categories having 
to either wait an extremely long time to be rehoused or having to move away from family and friends to another area. 

HydeMartlet Stock Turnover 

 
 These figures compare to stock turnover of 24 in 2005/06, 13 in 2006/07 and 6 in the six month period from April to 
December 2007. 

This summary demonstrates that there is still a proven housing need for new affordable housing to reduce the housing stress 
on the existing stock and provide long-term affordable homes for local residents in Selsey. 

 

Bedrooms 1 Bed 2 Bed 3 Bed 4 Bed 5 Bed Total 

Number  of 355 182 118 24 1 680 

Type Extra 

Care 

2 Bed 

Bungalow 

3 bed 

Bungalow 

B/sit 1 Bed 

Flat 

2 Bed 

Flat 

1 Bed 

House 

2 Bed 

House 

3 Bed 

House 

4 Bed 

House 

Total 

Number 28 41 2 6 93 27 1 84 93 12 419 

Nov 2008 – Nov 2009 1 Bed 2 Bed 3+ Bed Total 

Number 5 1 0 6 

(Source: Chichester District Council – December 2008 & 2009.) 
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WHAT’S NEXT 

Now that the priorities have been identified, action groups will need to be formed, to work to terms of reference set by the 

steering group. The action groups will be responsible for making the wishes of the community happen. This will entail 

research and development, creating projects and raising funds to complete the project. 

The Selsey Community Plan Steering Group will monitor and evaluate the progress of the Action Groups.   

EVALUATION 

It has taken 18 months to finalise this vision and we hope it is seen as a living, working document and will not become ‘just  
another document for the bookcase’  It will be reviewed annually and supporting supplementary documents produced as the 
Action Plan Working Groups make progress on the chosen community priorities. 

We must accept that Selsey is an expanding town meaning that enhancements will be made through natural and progressive 
means.  New projects, some mentioned earlier, will come to fruition and our population may rise or even fall.  We have to 
accept that there will be demands for new houses, the needs of our community will change over time and we have a changing 
coastline that needs maintaining.      

This vision is not just a road map for local councils to work to but a journey that needs to be shared with everyone that lives in, 
works in or visits Selsey.   We look forward to seeing the recommendations transformed into reality but this can only happen 
with the commitment and dedication from the people that care about Selsey.  
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APPENDIX 1 - PREVIOUS CONSULTATIONS 

 

Consultation Year of Consultation 

A Biodiversity Action Plan for Selsey (Selsey Action for Wildlife) 2005 

A Climate for Change on the Manhood Peninsula  2004 

Affordable Housing in Selsey - 2009 2009 

A Wealth of Wildlife – Local Biodiversity Action Plan   2007 

Assessment of Selsey Sports and Leisure Needs  2004 

CDC Economic Development Strategy/Economy of Selsey  2009 

Going Dutch II draft report 2008 

Going Dutch Report   2001 

How your Council Works – handy guide for community groups published by Planning Aid   

Making West Sussex a Safer Place to Live, Work and Visit Action Plan    2010 

Pagham to East Head draft coastal defence strategy summary 2008 

Pre School / Childcare needs in Selsey 2002 

Regional Economic Strategy for SE England  2002 

SCAP (Selsey Community Action Partnership)     

SCAP Youth questionnaire   

SE Plan – Sussex Coast (pages 201 – 208)  2009 

Selsey area economic impact study*  2000 

Selsey East Beach – Reconnecting with the Sea  2009 

Selsey High Street Improvement Study 2005 

Selsey High Street Shop Front Survey  2007 

Selsey High Street Vision 2007 

Selsey Town Council Residents Survey 2008 

Sussex Coastal Towns Sub Regional Study 2004 

Sustainable Community Strategy for Chichester District/Selsey Place Survey 2008  2009 

West Sussex Structure Plan  2001 

West Sussex Transport Plan  2006 

Notes  

*This is still valid as being the only study of its type which covers all of Selsey  
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APPENDIX 2 - GAP ANALYSIS 

Gaps identified throughout sessions & relevant category  
   

1.   A Better Place to Live  

       Our Environment  

       Getting Around  

       Involving people and strengthening communities  

2.   Opportunities for All  

       Economic Growth  

       Education & Skills  

       Tourism, Sport & Leisure  

3.   Better Health for All  

       General Health  

       Ageing Population  

4.   Staying and Feeling Safe  

       Crime & fear of crime  

       Respect  

       Road Safety  

Gaps Relation Key 

More green renewable energy projects             *** 1 

Integrated Transport linking certain areas to High St      ***        2 

More Community owned projects   *** 1 

Recycling facilities i.e. low energy light bulbs 1 

B2145 & emergency access required for Selsey   *** 4 

Investment to develop links with the sea   *** 2 

Day Centre / OAP Lunch Club / Social Club   *** 2 

Disabled Centre 2 

Cinema/Theatre   *** 2 

Art Workshops / Art Centre   *** 2 

Adult fitness Playground/Keep Fit Centre   *** 2 & 3 

Dancing/Tea Dances 2 & 3 

Swimming Pool   *** 2 & 3 

Ice Rink   *** 2 

Bowling Alley 2 

Youth Club/Drop-In/youth facilities to include indoor and outdoor  *** 2 

Coffee Bar 2 

Sports Clubs / facilities    *** 2 & 3 

Improvements to Sea Wall / Footpaths / Cycle Path / Signposting   *** 1 

Destination eating places / restaurants   *** 1 
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APPENDIX 2 - GAP ANALYSIS (continued) 

Tourist Accommodation / Published information lists   *** 1 

Improved road access / Traffic information   *** 1 & 4 

Cultural / Conference Centre 2 

Yacht Harbour / Chandlery / Sailing club   *** 2 

Allotments / Garden Centre / Nursery   *** 1 

Petrol Station   *** 1 

Marine Biology and Birdwatching Station 2 

Kit rinsing for divers / showers/ toilet facilities 2 

Develop / maintain contacts i.e. Medmerry Realignment, Chi Harbour etc. 1 & 2 

General Tidy up / Litter pick - High Street, East Beach, Entrance to Selsey, alleyways, sea wall * 1 

Improve High Street shop offering - multi complex like American mall, chain stores, deli * 2 

Improve policing - visibility and hours of cover * 4 

Better health provision - NHS Dentist, more doctors, ambulance station, *  3 

Traffic calming measures - lower speed limits, possible speed humps / cameras * 1,4 

Cycle paths / safe routes - to Chichester and the rest of the Manhood * 1,2,3,4 

Parking enforcement * 1,4 

Sea Defence improvements to include disabled access to sea wall, promenade all round * 1,2,3 

Improve transport links - rail / tram to Chichester, more cost effective bus service  * 1,2 

Improve visitor attractions and benefits - make more use of sea front, fishing and heritage * 1,2,3 

Improve local government - more involvement from community * 1 

Limit housing development - no development without infrastructure improvements, better building 
control * 

1 

More green spaces - to include protection of existing green spaces * 1,3 

Improve signage * 1,2 

Fibre Optic / faster Broadband * 1,2 

More local employment opportunities * 1,2,3 

Improve Fire Service - full time * 4 

  

  

The items not marked with asterisks are issues identified in previous surveys / consultations. 

The items marked with *** are those issues that were identified in both previous consultations and in the latest Selsey Com-

munity Plan survey.  

The items marked with * are those issues identified in the latest Selsey Community Plan survey. 
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APPENDIX 3 - SURVEY ANALYSIS 
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APPENDIX 3 - SURVEY ANALYSIS (continued)  

Within the survey were two free format fields, the first was a part of question 2c which asked whether the respondent had 

problems locating or getting to facilities. If they answered yes, they were asked to note which facilities. 12.74% answered 

yes, and the facilities noted were: 

 St Richards Hospital, Bognor Hospital, NHS Dentist, Any facilities outside of Selsey, East Pallant House, County Hall

 Bus Service, Difficult and expensive to get anywhere, Sainsburys, Homebase, School , Selsey Town Hall, Selsey Centre

 Amenity Tip  

The second free format field was question 6 which asked ‘If there was one thing you could suggest that would improve 

Selsey, what would that one thing be?  

All those answers have been added to the Gap Analysis on pages 20-21, but the ones that were mentioned the most number 

of times (in order of highest number of answers) were: 

Left blank or no improvements - 116 

Roads - improved access, clean alleys, better repairs more lights - 50 

Improvements to High Street including offering - 42 

Youth facilities including indoor and outdoor - 35 

Improve Policing  and visibility of police - 25 

Cinema / theatre and other entertainment facilities - 22 

Better Health Provision including more doctors, NHS Dentists ambulance station - 22 

Traffic Calming measures like enforcement, lower speed limits, speed humps and so on - 18 

Cycle Paths / routes - 17 

Parking enforcement and free parking - 14 

Sea Defence improvements, including access and clean up - 13 

Transport improvements including rail or tram to Chichester and more cost effective or less expensive bus service - 12 

Improved visitor attractions including better use of foreshore, heritage, fishing history - 11 

 

 

 Manhood Wildlife and Heritage Group for permission to reproduce the ‘Parish Map’ shown on the back page. Copy of 

the map may be bought from the Town Hall with proceeds going into the groups funds. 

 History extracted from Wikipedia. 
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 Selsey Town Council for funding contribution and for picture of Welcome to Selsey Sign on front cover, plus other 

pictures. 
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